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Called into combat 

Military faces limitations in how it can respond to coronavirus 


By Robert Burns 
AND Lolita C. Baldor 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON 
he Pentagon is already helping 
combat the coronavirus outbreak 
in the United States and is consid¬ 
ering ways to do more. 

But the military faces limits. Its health 
care system is geared more toward handhng 
combat casualties than infectious diseases. 
And there are logistical and legal concerns 
about expanding the military’s role in civil¬ 
ian affairs, such as tasking it with enforcing 


■ White House seeking 
$850B stimulus Page 8 


quarantines. Defense officials also want to 
be careful not to do anything to weaken its 
ability to defend the nation. 

A look at the military’s role in the crisis: 

■ What the military is doing. 

At the request of the Department of 
Health and Human Services, the Pentagon 
has made housing available at four military 
bases for some passengers taken from the 


Grand Princess cruise ship, which was hit 
with a cluster of coronavirus cases. It also 
has made available housing at other bases 
for people entering the US. at certain civil¬ 
ian airports and needing monitoring. 

At those bases, the people being given 
housing are cared for by civilian agencies, 
not the military. 

Also, Army scientists are researching 
and testing vaccines for the coronavirus, in 
coordination with civilian agencies. 

The most extensive role for the military 
thus far is by the National Guard, which is 
SEE RESPOND ON PAGE 5 



Members of the National Guard hand out bags of food to residents near a containment area Thursday in New Rochelle, N.Y 

Spencer Platt, Getty Images/TNS 


Hundreds 
of troops 
in Iraq to 
reposition 

By Louisa Loveluck 
The Washington Post 

LONDON — The U.S.-led co¬ 
alition fighting ISIS said Monday 
it will move hundreds of troops 
out of bases in Iraq, with most 
redeployed to other locations in 
the country, as threats from the 
militants wane and risks to for¬ 
eign troops elsewhere in Iraq 
increase. 

The coalition said troops would 
be leaving the al-Qaim base in 
western Iraq within days and that 
they would soon move out of the 
northern K1 and Key West bases 
too, with most heading to larger 
bases in Iraq and others to Syria 
or Kuwait. 

The move, officials said, has 
been planned for months and is 
not the result of a wave of attacks 
by Iran-backed militia groups, 
which have killed and wounded 
almost two dozen coalition troops 
in recent weeks. 

“As a result of the success of 
Iraqi Security Forces in their fight 
against ISIS, the Coalition is repo¬ 
sitioning troops from a few small¬ 
er bases,” Col. Myles Caggins, a 
spokesman for the anti-ISIS mis¬ 
sion. “These bases remain under 
Iraqi control and we will continue 
our advising partnership for the 
permanent defeat of Daesh from 
other Iraqi military bases,” he 
said, using an Arabic nickname 
for the militants. 

Another U.S. official, speaking 
on condition of anonymity due 
to the sensitivity of the situation, 
said that planning for the move 
began in the fall, after military 
officials judged that the threat 
from Islamic State forces had di¬ 
minished across swaths of Iraq. 

But as danger from the mili¬ 
tants had waned, tensions with 
Iran had escalated, and the more 
than 5,000 US. troops serving in 
Iraq as part of the anti-Islamic 
SEE IRAQ ON PAGE 3 
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BUSINESS/WEATHER _ 

Amazon seeks to hire lOOK for surge in orders 


By Joseph Pisani 

Associated Press 

NEW YORK — Amazon said 
Monday that it needs to hire 
100,000 people across the U.S. 
to keep up with a crush of orders 
as the coronavirus spreads and 
keeps more people at home, shop¬ 
ping online. 

The online retailer said that it 
will also temporarily raise pay 
by $2 an hour through the end of 
April for hourly employees. That 
includes workers at its warehous¬ 


es, delivery centers and Whole 
Foods grocery stores, all of whom 
make at least $15 an hour. Em¬ 
ployees in the United Kingdom 
and other European countries 
will get a similar raise. 

“We are seeing a significant in¬ 
crease in demand, which means 
our labor needs are unprecedent¬ 
ed for this time of year,” said Dave 
Clark, who oversees Amazon’s 
warehouse and delivery network. 

Amazon said this weekend 
that a surge of orders is putting 


its operations under pressure. It 
warned shoppers that it could take 
longer than the usual two days to 
get packages. It also said that it 
was sold out of many household 
cleaning supplies and is working 
to get more in stock. 

The Seattle-based company 
said that the new job openings 
are for a mix of full-time and 
part-time positions and include 
delivery drivers and warehouse 
workers, who pack and ship or¬ 
ders to shoppers. 


Military rates 

Euro costs (March 18).$1.1306 

Dollar buys (March 18).€0.8845 

British pound (March 18).$1.24 

Japanese yen (March 18).104.00 

South Korean won (March 18).1,208.00 

Commercial rates 

Bahrain (Dinar).0.3775 

British pound.$1.2044 

Canada (Dollar).1.4134 

China (Yuan) 7 0162 

Denmark (Krone).6.7975 

Egypt (Pound).15.7494 

Euro.$1.0994/0.9096 

Hong Kong (Dollar).7.7643 

Hungary (Forint).315.61 

Israel (Shekel).3.8509 

Japan (Yen).106.87 

Kuwait (Dinar).0.3096 

Norway (Krone).10.5011 

Philippines (Peso).51.73 

Poland (Zioty) .4.06 

Saudi Arabia (Riyal).3.7534 

Singapore (Dollar).1.4288 

South Korea (Won).1,242.14 


Switzerland (Franc).0.9604 

Thailand (Baht).32.25 

Turkey (Lira).6.4712 

(Military exchange rates are those 
availabie to customers at military banking 
facilities in the country of issuance 
for Japan, South Korea, Germany, the 
Netherlands and the United Kingdom. For 
nonlocal currency exchange rates (i.e., 
purchasing British pounds in Germany), 
check with your iocal military banking 
facility. Commercial rates are interbank 
rates provided for reference when buying 
currency. Aii figures are foreign currencies 
to one dollar, except forthe British pound, 
which is represented in dollars-to-pound, 
and the euro, which is dollars-to-euro.) 
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Prime rale 3 25 

Discount rate.0.75 

Federai funds market rate.1.09 

3-month bill.0.29 

30-year bond.1.35 
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AIR FORCE INNS 


TURUMI LODGE 

OSAN AIR BASE, KOREA 

Do you have friends & family visiting soon? Or do you just need a time out? Make reservations at the 
most comfortable and affordable place in town. Room rate from $70.00 to $83.00 per night. 

"'V Space Available reservations can be made for up to 120 day in advance. 

Turumi Lodge operation 24 hours, 7days a week. 

DSN: 315-784-1844 Comm: 82-31 -661 -1844 
E-mail:turumilodge.reservat@us.af.mil 

www.dodlodging.netwww.51fss.com 
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WAR ON TERRORISM _ 

Afghan officials' standoff threatens peace deal 



A^han President Ashraf Ghani, right, and Abdullah Abdullah, his main political rival, attend a ceremony 
in Kabul on Feb. 29. The standoff between the two, who each claim to be the country’s leader, could 
threaten the Taliban peace talks. 


By Pamela Constable 
The Washington Post 

KABUL, Afghanistan — The 
most dangerous place in the Af¬ 
ghan capital today isn’t under 
threat from Taliban or Islamic 
State insurgents. A single block 
near the presidential palace, 
bristling with guns, has become 
ground zero in a surreal war of 
nerves between two civilian poli¬ 
ticians both claiming to be the 
country’s legitimate leader. 

Just a short walk from the com¬ 
pound of President Ashraf Ghani, 
the incumbent whose re-election 
was announced last month, gun¬ 
men in armored vehicles guard 
the smaller palace of his archrival 
Abdullah Abdullah, who insists he 
was cheated out of victory and is 
forming a parallel government. 
Across the street, gunmen guard 
the office of Abdurrashid Dostom, 
a former army general now allied 
with Abdullah, who has reoccu¬ 
pied the compound he once used 
as a vice president under Ghani. 

No shots have been fired, giving 
the confrontation an eerie, stage- 
managed feel. But as the standoff 
drags into its second week, many 
Afghans fear the slightest incident 
could ignite a violent conflagration 
between rival camps, plunging 
the country into chaos and doom¬ 
ing planned negotiations between 
the government and the Taliban 
to end Afghanistan’s 18-year war. 
The insurgents have vowed to con¬ 
tinue their attacks if no settlement 
is reached. 

“All the cards are in the Tal¬ 
iban’s hands now,” said Zalmai 
Rassoul, a former Afghan national 
security adviser. “If there is no 
breakthrough within the next 
week to 10 days, something could 
happen that makes things spin out 
of control.” 

If violence erupts between 
armed Ghani and Abdullah sup¬ 
porters, he predicted, “within 
days the Taliban will take several 


provinces, and this time the Unit¬ 
ed States won’t stop them. At the 
moment, I am very pessimistic.” 

Aides to Ghani said there are 
still hopes for rapprochement be¬ 
tween the warring factions, but so 
far Abdullah and Dostom, his most 
powerful backer, have refused of¬ 
fers to switch sides. Dostom, a 
former warlord who commands a 
large armed following among eth¬ 
nic minority Uzbeks, was offered 
the country’s highest military 
rank but has refused to budge. 

Ghani has said little about the 
standoff since March 9, when he 
and Abdullah held competing 
inauguration ceremonies at the 
same time a block apart. He has 


postponed naming a Cabinet and 
refrained from using force to clear 
the contested city block. Abdullah 
has pressed on, naming his own 
governors in several provinces, 
but Ghani’s team is continuing to 
meet privately with intermediar¬ 
ies in hopes that he will eventually 
accept a compromise. 

“This is a very unfortunate situ¬ 
ation, given the peace process that 
is very fragile and could get de¬ 
stroyed,” said an adviser to Ghani, 
who spoke on the condition of 
anonymity to discuss the sensitive 
topic. “The Taliban is next door, 
and the public is angry and fearful. 
But we think there is still room to 
bargain. Abdullah and his people 


Phillip Walter WELLMAN/Stars and Stripes 


know that if things get out of con¬ 
trol, nobody can put them back. It 
will be a disaster for Afghanistan 
for many years to come.” 

Others say Abdullah, diplo¬ 
matic by nature, is now stuck out 
on a limb, having enlisted hard¬ 
line ethnic minority bosses to 
bolster him in his grudge match 
against Ghani, who defeated him 
in fraud-marred elections in 2014 
and 2019. Last time, the two rivals 
were forced into a tense power¬ 
sharing arrangement under U.S. 
mediation; this time, despite the 
hasty patching-up efforts under¬ 
way, the idea is anathema to both 
politicians. 

For most Afghans, there are far 


more urgent matters at stake. 

Many Kabul residents lived 
through both the government col¬ 
lapse and civil war of the early 
1990s, which destroyed much of 
the capital, and the years of Tal¬ 
iban religious repression that fol¬ 
lowed. Many now fear a similar 
scenario is developing, involving 
some of the same individuals, the 
same ethnic and regional ten¬ 
sions, and the same potential for 
the Taliban to fill the breach and 
seize power. 

Two other factors are adding 
to the sense of anxiety. One is the 
looming withdrawal of U.S. troops 
as part of a recently signed U.S. 
deal with the Taliban and the de¬ 
clining international interest in 
their country’s fate. The other is 
the coronavirus, which has been 
constantly in the news here as it 
ravages more developed countries 
and is now starting to strike in 
Afghanistan, a poor country with 
inadequate health facilities. 

“Everyone is worried,” said 
Abid Sherzai, 45, who runs a gro¬ 
cery while his wife teaches school. 
“We have corona, and the Taliban, 
and the same mujahedeen leaders 
taking sides who once fired rock¬ 
ets at our houses. 

“We want peace and calm to 
bring progress. We want one pres¬ 
ident, not two,” he said. “We want 
good educated leaders, not a bad 
king on every corner. We want to 
move forward, not back. But with 
the Americans leaving, who will 
help us now?” 

Most people interviewed said 
they preferred Ghani over Abdul¬ 
lah, but several said the difference 
hardly mattered now, compared to 
the far more important risk that the 
current power struggle between 
them could sabotage negotiations 
between Afghan and Taliban lead¬ 
ers. Those talks were scheduled 
to begin this week, but they have 
already been sidetracked by a dis¬ 
pute over the proposed mass re¬ 
lease of Taliban prisoners. 


Iraq: Strikes on bases hosting coalition troops have become regular event 


Iraq’s military: 2 rockets strike training base 

Associated Press 


BAGHDAD — Two rockets struck a training 
base south of Baghdad where U.S.-led coalition 
troops and NATO trainers are present, Iraq’s 
military said Tuesday, the third such attack in 
the span of a week. 

The rockets hit the Basmaya base near the 
Iraqi capital Monday evening, the army state¬ 
ment said. The projectiles landed in an area 
that includes agricultural land and a factory, ac¬ 
cording to the statement. No more details were 
provided. 

A Spanish contingent of the coalition and 
NATO trainers are present at the Basmaya site. 
There was no immediate confirmation of the 


attack from the coalition and no militant group 
claimed responsibility for the assault. 

Last Wednesday, a barrage of over two dozen 
rockets struck Camp Taji, north of Baghdad, 
killing three coalition servicemen, including 
two Americans. A British serviceman was also 
killed. It was the deadliest to target U.S. troops 
in Iraq since a late December rocket attack on an 
Iraqi base, which killed a U.S. contractor and set 
in motion a series of attacks that brought Iraq to 
the brink of war. 

Wednesday’s barrage was followed by anoth¬ 
er attack, on Saturday at the same site, which 
wounded five soldiers — three coalition mem¬ 
bers and two Iraqi soldiers. 


FROM FRONT PAGE 

State coalition are now in the 
crosshairs of Iraqi militia groups 
backed by Tehran. Militia rocket 
strikes on bases hosting coalition 
troops have become a regular oc¬ 
currence and already brought the 
U.S. and Iran to the brink of war 
once this year. 

Last week in Iraq, the U.S. 
launched its second wave of air- 
strikes targeting the Iran-backed 
Kataib Hezbollah group in the 
space of three months, after two 
American and one British ser¬ 
vicemen were killed in suspected 
militia rocket attacks on Camp 
Tqji, an Iraqi military base north 
of Baghdad. 

The U.S. Defense Department 
said that airstrikes had targeted 
five weapons storage facilities 
linked to the Iran-backed Kataib 
Hezbollah group, to “degrade” its 
ability to launch future strikes. 
But a day later. Camp T^i was 
hit by another salvo of rockets. 


wounding two Iraqi and three 
U.S. servicemen. 

A newly-announced group call¬ 
ing itself Usbat al-Thairen, or the 
League of Revolutionaries, on 


Sunday claimed responsibility for 
the strike. “We rejoice in the fear 
that we have struck in the chests 
of the occupying enemy as a re¬ 
sult of our quality operations,” the 


group said in a video statement 
circulated on Telegram. “This 
operation is only the beginning 
and the end is soon to come.” 

U.S. Secretary of State Mike 


Pompeo discussed the attacks 
with Iraq’s Prime Minister, Adel 
Abdul-Mahdi during a phone call 
Sunday, according to a statement. 
“Secretary Pompeo underscored 
that the groups responsible for 
these attacks must be held ac¬ 
countable,” it said, adding that the 
U.S. would “not tolerate attacks 
and threats to American lives.” 

The U.S.-led coalition mission 
in Iraq began in 2014 after Islam¬ 
ic State militants swept across a 
third of the country and seized 
swaths of neighboring Syria as 
well. Six years on, the extremist 
group has been reduced to hiding 
out across rugged terrain on the 
periphery of state control in Iraq 
and Syria. 

Two members of a Marines 
Special Operations Team were 
killed earlier this month during 
an operation targeting what of¬ 
ficials described as an Islamic 
State mountain hideout. 
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Special operations 
gunship joins Navy 
drill in Persian Gulf 



Zachary S. Eshleman/U.S. Navy 


A gamer plays at DreamHack Anaheim on Feb. 22. The Navy has announced plans to create an eSports 
team in a bid to reach potential recruits. 

Navy looking to build eSports 
team in bid to reach Gen Z 



Zachary S. Eshleman/U.S. Navy 


Petty Officer 2nd Class Andrew Crosswhite plays video games 
during DreamHack Anaheim. 


Stars and Stripes 

A new Navy recruiting effort 
is getting underway just in time 
to reach prospective recruits at 
an appropriate social distance — 
through online streaming video 
games and competitions. 

The Navy is following the Ar¬ 
my’s lead in launching a video 
gaming team. As of Sunday, any 
petty officer looking to add a 
Navy eSports jersey to their sea 
bag can apply. 

Members of the team, dubbed 
Goats&Glory, will practice, 
stream and compete from a fa¬ 
cility in Tennessee “specifically 
designed” for their mission, the 
Navy said in an administrative 
message last month. 

“Centennials are moving into 
digital spaces for most of their 
content consumption and social 
interactions, and the eSports do¬ 
main is one of the most popular 
and vibrant online arenas to date,” 
the message said. It also said that 
the Navy’s official gamers will 
“develop a routine streaming ca¬ 
dence, encouraging followers and 
viewers to interact with the mem¬ 
bers and recruiting content.” 

The effort will help the service 
“improve relatability” with po¬ 
tential recruits and “better share 
sea stories about Navy life,” said 


Navy Recruiting Command boss 
Rear Adm. Brendan McLane in a 
statement earlier this month. 

The Army has credited its com¬ 
petitive eSports team, fielded in 
2019, for being among the reasons 
the service met its recruiting goal 
last year. 

Aspiring Navy team members 
will be screened for “team fit” as 
well as for recruiting duty, and 
upon selection will receive three- 
year orders to Millington, Tenn., 
with additional training as re¬ 
cruiters in Pensacola, Fla. 

Applications are open through 
May 1 to “skilled gamers” in pay 


grades E-4 and above who have 
met body composition standards 
and passed the last three years 
of regularly scheduled physical 
fitness tests, the Navy said this 
month. 

The team will initially focus on 
the game “Counter-Strike: Global 
Offensive,” but sailors with tal¬ 
ents in other titles are welcome 
to apply. 

The application process and 
more detailed requirements are 
outlined at www.cnrc.navy.mil/ 
ESPORTS/index-esports.htm. 

news@stripes.com 


By Chad Garland 

Stars and Stripes 

A special operations gunship 
directly supported maritime op¬ 
erations in the Persian Gulf for 
the first time during a joint exer¬ 
cise with Navy ships and a patrol 
aircraft last week, the U.S. mili¬ 
tary said. 

The live-fire exercise came 
days before coalition deaths in 
Iraq renewed concerns about Ira¬ 
nian threats in the region. 

The AC-130 Stinger II from 
Special Operations Command 
Central operated with Cyclone- 
class coastal patrol ships and 
P-8 A Poseidon aircraft from the 
Navy’s 5th Fleet in a bid to im¬ 
prove U.S. capabilities to respond 
to surface threats. 

Incorporating the gunship “sig¬ 
nificantly enhances our ability to 
detect, track, engage and defeat 
surface threats in order to control 
water space in the Arabian Gulf,” 
said Capt. Peter Mirisola, com¬ 
mander of Destroyer Squadron 
50 and Combined Task Force 55 
based out of Manama, Bahrain. 

The AC-130W is outfitted with 
30 mm, 105 mm and precision- 
guided munitions to provide 
close air support to troops on the 
ground and carry out air interdic¬ 
tion missions. 

While the exercise on March 8 
and 9 marked the first time that 
particular airframe has been in¬ 
tegrated into maritime operations 
in the Persian Gulf, Navy officials 
cited joint operations during the 
“Tanker War” of the late 1980s as 
a precursor. 

Special operations MH-6M 
Little Bird helicopters were simi¬ 
larly incorporated into Operation 
Earnest Will from 1987 to 1988, 
when U.S. Navy ships escorted 
Kuwaiti tankers to protect them 
from Iranian attacks during the 
Iran-Iraq War, the statement 
said. 

A series of attacks on tankers 
in the Persian Gulf last summer 
raised concerns of a renewed 
tanker war, as the Trump admin¬ 
istration imposed sanctions on 
Iran after withdrawing from the 
nuclear deal negotiated under the 


Obama administration and Iran 
threatened to block the Strait of 
Hormuz. 

The waterway, a thoroughfare 
for much of the world’s oil, is one 
of three strategic choke points 
in the 5th Fleet’s 2.5-million- 
square-mile area of operations, 
which also includes the Arabian 
Sea, Gulf of Oman, Red Sea and 
parts of the Indian Ocean. 

Since last summer, the U.S. and 
its allies have stepped up mari¬ 
time patrols and the Pentagon has 
deployed more troops, aircraft 
and air defense capabilities to the 
region. The U.S. has also accused 
Tehran or its proxies of attacking 
Saudi Arabian oil facilities, smug¬ 
gling arms to Houthi rebels in 
Yemen and striking Iraqi instal¬ 
lations housing U.S. and coalition 
forces. 

The latest fatal rocket strike in 
Iraq last week killed two Ameri¬ 
can troops and a British soldier 
at Camp Tqji, north of Baghdad, 
leading the U.S. to respond with 
airstrikes on the Iran-backed Ka- 
taeb Hezbollah militia. 

The exchange of fire was 
similar to a series of attacks in 
January that culminated with an 
Iranian ballistic missile strike on 
a U.S.-occupied base in western 
Iraq. 

Following last week’s fatal 
rocket attack and U.S. response. 
Defense Secretary Mark Esper 
authorized U.S. Central Com¬ 
mand’s request to keep two air¬ 
craft carrier strike groups in the 
region’s waters to bolster security 
and deter Iranian aggression, 
CENTCOM boss Gen. Kenneth F. 
McKenzie told Pentagon report¬ 
ers Friday. 

“U.S. Central Command is 
well-postured to defend our forc¬ 
es around the region and respond 
to any further aggression against 
our forces,” he said. “We have the 
flexibility, the capability and the 
will to respond to any threat.” 

The following day, a second 
rocket strike at Camp Tqji wound¬ 
ed three coalition troops and two 
Iraqi security forces members. 

garland.chad@stripes.com 
Twitter: @chadgarland 


Marine officer, NCO fired three months after rifles went missing 


By Caitlin M. Kenney 
Stars and Stripes 

WASHINGTON — The com¬ 
mander and the sergeant mqjor 
of a Marine battalion at Camp 
Lejeune, N.C., have been fired 
nearly three months after two 
rifles went missing from the unit, 
the Marine Corps announced. 

Lt. Col. Clinton Kappel and 
Sgt. M^. Elson Aviles of the 3rd 
Battalion, 6th Marine Regiment 


were relieved Thursday by Mqj. 
Gen. David Furness, the com¬ 
mander of the 2nd Marine Divi¬ 
sion, “due to a loss of trust and 
confidence,” according to a divi¬ 
sion statement. 

In December, two rifles from 
the battalion went missing during 
a training exercise, according to 
news reports. The rifles are still 
missing and the investigation is 
ongoing. Naval Criminal Inves¬ 
tigative Service spokesman Jeff 


Houston said Tuesday. 

Firing the battalion’s leader¬ 
ship is “taken seriously and with 
the intent of ensuring a given 
unit’s continued success in future 
operations,” according to the di¬ 
vision statement. 

Kappel took command of 3rd 
Battalion, 6th Marine Regiment 
on Sept. 20. He enlisted in the 
Marine Corps in 1996 and com¬ 
missioned in 2001. He had previ¬ 
ously deployed twice to Iraq and 


once to Afghanistan, according to 
his official biography. 

Aviles enlisted as a combat 
engineer in the Marine Corps in 
1997 and has deployed to Iraq, 
Afghanistan and Syria, according 
to his official biography. 

Lt. Col. Ryan Gordinier has 
taken command of the battalion, 
but nobody has been chosen to fill 
the sergeant m^or position, ac¬ 
cording to the division statement. 

The 3rd Battalion, 6th Marine 


Regiment is an infantry unit 
with about 900 Marines and sail¬ 
ors, said 1st Lt. Dan Linfante, a 
spokesman for the 2nd Marine 
Division. 

Camp Lejeune is the larg¬ 
est amphibious base on the East 
Coast. It is home to 37,000 active- 
duty Marines and sailors, the 
largest concentration of Marines 
in the country, according to Camp 
Lejeune spokesman Nat Fahy. 

kenney.caitlin@stripes.com 
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VIRUS OUTBREAK 


DOD rejects calls to stop training recruits 


By Dan Lamothe 

The Washington Post 

WASHINGTON — The Penta¬ 
gon has rejected proposals from 
senior U.S. military officials to 
temporarily halt sending new 
recruits to training amid the 
coronavirus pandemic, deciding 
that the process must continue to 
avoid harming the military, ac¬ 
cording to a planning document 
and three defense officials. 

The plans would have paused 
the training of thousands of new 
recruits who join the military 
each month and marked a mgjor 
widening in the Defense Depart¬ 
ment’s attempt to stop infection. 
On Friday night, the Pentagon 


cut virtually all domestic travel 
for the next eight weeks but said 
that new recruit training would 
continue. 

Defense Secretary Mark Esper 
met with the service secretaries 
and top officers on Monday to talk 
about training, said the Penta¬ 
gon’s chief spokesman, Jonathan 
Hoffman. 

“A decision was made to contin¬ 
ue with training missions while 
taking precautionary measures 
to limit any possible spread,” 
Hoffman said. “This will be con¬ 
tinuously evaluated to ensure 
mission-critical requirements 
are met and our people are kept 
safe.” 


The decision came after discus¬ 
sions over the weekend about how 
to proceed in facilities that are 
notoriously susceptible to disease 
outbreaks due to the proximity in 
which recruits live and train. 

Army officials considered a 30- 
day freeze on sending additional 
recruits to basic training. Navy 
officials, citing the Army’s idea, 
suggested the idea of a “hybrid” 
plan, in which new recruits would 
stop reporting but recruits who 
already had began training would 
finish, according to the planning 
document, which was drafted 
within the Navy and obtained by 
The Washington Post. 

Other senior military officials 


raised concerns about the nega¬ 
tive effects that stopping training 
could have over time as other ser¬ 
vice members leave active duty, 
said two defense officials, who 
like some others, spoke on the 
condition of anonymity because 
of the sensitivity of the issue. The 
Navy plan raised the possibil¬ 
ity that the service might need 
to consider involuntarily keeping 
some current sailors on active 
duty through a policy like “stop 
loss,” but it was rejected, the of¬ 
ficials said. 

Former Vice President Joe 
Biden, speaking during a Demo¬ 
cratic presidential debate on 
Sunday, suggested that the U.S. 


military could be used to build 
field hospitals to treat patients, 
citing U.S. involvement in the 
Ebola crisis in West Africa in 
2014. 

Air Force Brig. Gen. Paul 
Friedrichs, a doctor on the Pen¬ 
tagon’s Joint Staff, acknowledged 
that those “tent hospitals” still 
exist and vary in size, but said 
they are not designed to treat 
diseases. 

“The challenge is, they’re de¬ 
signed to treat combat patients 
and trauma casualties,” he said. 
“What we’re trying to be very 
careful of is not overpromising. 
We want to be factual about what 
we have.” 


Respond: In an extreme emergency, DOD 
plan allows for military to impose quarantines 


FROM FRONT PAGE 

being called up by governors in 
several states to provide a range 
of support. More than 1,600 Na¬ 
tional Guard members have 
been called up so far. Some are 
helping at state emergency op¬ 
erations centers; others are pro¬ 
viding transportation for civilian 
health care providers; and some 
are collecting and delivering test 
samples. 

President Donald Trump has 
not federalized the National 
Guard as was done after the 9/11 
attacks. 

U.S. Northern Command, 
which is responsible for defend¬ 
ing the U.S. homeland, said in a 
statement Monday that any De¬ 
fense Department assistance to 
the coronavirus crisis “would be 
secondary to our primary mis¬ 
sion to defend the United States. 
A range of planning efforts cover 
scenarios which include aiding 
in the establishment of medical 
treatment sites, providing shelter 
for displaced persons, assisting 
with food transportation, and nu¬ 
merous other logistical efforts.” 

■ What the military is 
considering. 

There are many ways the mili¬ 
tary could assist in the COVID- 
19 crisis, but few decisions have 
been made. Air Force Brig Gen. 
Paul Friedrichs, the top doctor 
for the Joint Chiefs of Staff, told 
reporters Monday that defense 
officials are trying to identify 
“what’s within the realm of the 
possible,” while also spelling out 
what the trade-offs for that would 
be. 


For example, Friedrichs said, if 
large numbers of National Guard 
members were mobilized for 
medical assistance, they would 
be taken away from their civilian 
jobs, which in some cases are in 
health services already engaged 
in fighting COVID-19. 

The military could deploy mo¬ 
bile hospitals, but they generally 
are designed to deal with combat 
casualties, not infectious disease. 

The military also operates 36 
fixed hospitals inside the U.S.; 
they could be used for the COVID- 
19 emergency, but in most cases 
they are relatively small. They 
exist to support active-duty mili¬ 
tary members, their families and 
some military retirees. 

Some have questioned why the 
military cannot contribute to the 
civilian stockpile of ventilators, 
which might be in short supply in 
the weeks ahead. Jonathan Hoff¬ 
man, the Pentagon’s chief spokes¬ 
man, declined to say how many 
ventilators the Pentagon has in 
stock. Asked why, he replied, 
“Because the number deals with 
our deployable medical capabil¬ 
ity, which is a number that we’re 
not prepared to give out.” 

The Pentagon also has two hos¬ 
pital ships, the USNS Comfort 
and the USNS Mercy. They can 
be equipped to perform surger¬ 
ies and provide other medical 
services, but the medical profes¬ 
sionals who would be called on to 
staff the ships are currently per¬ 
forming those roles at domestic 
military hospitals and clinics or 
at private medical facilities. 

■ What the military could do in 
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an extreme emergency. 

The Defense Department has a 
detailed pandemic response plan 
that lays out the myriad things 
the military can do if requested, 
including a last-resort role in 
helping to impose quarantines 
and border restrictions. 

The military could be called on 
to help establish “mass casualty” 
treatment sites, provide shelter 
for displaced persons, and help 
provide postal, power, water and 
sewer services, food deliveries 
and mortuary tasks. Troops also 
could provide logistics, commu¬ 
nications and other support for 
law enforcement and the National 
Guard. Drafted and overhauled 
several times in recent years, the 
military’s plan is closely guarded 
and officials declined to discuss 
details publicly. 

Officials, however, say that 
there is a broad assumption that 
local law enforcement, border 
control officers and the National 
Guard under the governors’ com¬ 
mand would be the first line of 
defense to stem the spread of any 
virus through travel restrictions 
at the borders and along state 
lines or outbreak areas. 

The plan assumes that intel¬ 
ligence oversight laws and the 
Posse Comitatus Act would re¬ 
main in effect. Under that Civil 
War-era act, federal troops are 
prohibited from performing do¬ 
mestic law enforcement actions 
such as making arrests, seizing 
property or searching people. 
In extreme cases, however, the 
president can invoke the Insur¬ 
rection Act, also from the Civil 



Steve RowE/Army National Guard 


New \brk Army National Guard soldiers distribute food parcels in 
Westchester County, N.Y, last week as part of the state’s response 
to the effort to contain a cluster of coronavirus cases in New 
Rochelle. The soldiers and airmen were providing food to families to 
make up for school lunch and breakfast meals students are missing. 


War period, which allows the use 
of active-duty or National Guard 
troops for law enforcement. 

Under the military’s pandemic 
plan, the key goals are to defend 
the country, maintain the force 
and provide whatever support 
is needed to protect the national 
infrastructure and ensure that 
the government continues to 
function. 

■ Nature of the threat. 

For most people, the new coro¬ 
navirus causes only mild or mod¬ 
erate symptoms, such as fever 
and cough. For some, especially 
older adults and people with ex¬ 
isting health problems, it can 
cause more severe illness, includ¬ 
ing pneumonia. 

The vast majority of people 
recover from the new virus. Ac¬ 
cording to the World Health Orga¬ 
nization, people with mild illness 
recover in about two weeks, while 
those with more severe illness 
may take three to six weeks to 
recover. 
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S. Korea sees slowdown 
in spread of coronavirns 

Camp Humphreys commander warns against complacency amid decline 


By Kim Gamel 

Stars and Stripes 

CAMP HUMPHREYS, South 
Korea — Pedestrian gates on the 
largest U.S. military base in South 
Korea will be closed for entry 
overnight to prevent people from 
violating a ban on outside social 
activities, the garrison command¬ 
er said Tuesday, warning against 
complacency amid a decline in 
the daily number of new cases of 
coronavirns nationwide. 

The Army garrison, which has 
a population of more than 37,000 
and is home to the main mili¬ 
tary headquarters on the divided 
peninsula, already has sharply 
restricted access and ordered ser¬ 
vice members to avoid unneces¬ 
sary off-post activities in a bid to 
prevent the spread of COVID-19. 

South Korea logged 84 new 
cases Monday for a total of 8,320, 
with 81 deaths, health authori¬ 
ties said Tuesday. It was the third 
consecutive day that the number 
of new cases fell below 100, after 
reaching a high of 909 on Feb. 29, 
although health authorities con¬ 
tinued to express concern about 
cluster infections. 

U.S. Forces Korea has reported 
nine cases — a soldier and his 


wife, three other military de¬ 
pendents and four South Korean 
employees. 

“We are cautiously optimistic 
as we proceed forward,” Hum¬ 
phreys garrison commander Col. 
Michael Tremblay said Tuesday, 
expressing concern the military 
community is getting restless 
after nearly a month of confine¬ 
ment. “What we are fearful of 
is complacency setting in, and 
there’s no time for that now.” 

Tremblay said pedestrian gates 
would be closed from 10 p.m. to 4 
a.m. starting Thursday, with ex¬ 
ceptions made for shift workers 
who get a signed memorandum 
from their leadership. People 
can still exit through the gates, 
although Tremblay stressed that 
should only be for work. 

“We just think if you’re not out 
doing social things and at the bar, 
at the club or whatever, we’re not 
sure why you’re out there and 
wanting to come back in” during 
that time period, he said. 

Military officials already have 
suspended access for South Ko¬ 
reans who are members of a so- 
called “good neighbor program” 
aimed at fostering goodwill with 
the local community and restrict¬ 
ed local contract worker move¬ 


ment to and from work sites on 
U.S. installations across the di¬ 
vided peninsula. 

Service members also have 
been deployed to access gates 
with questionnaires asking about 
potential exposure to the virus 
and thermometers for tempera¬ 
ture checks in case of fevers. 

Tremblay also said physical fit¬ 
ness classes would be limited to 
a maximum of 20 people to avoid 
spreading the virus in cramped 
spaces. 

“We don’t want anything to get 
inside of our bubble,” he said dur¬ 
ing a Facebook live community 
address. “We’re really trying to 
ratchet down because we want 
to really put a stake through the 
heart of this thing.” 

He did have some good news, 
however. While on-post schools 
remain closed, officials are “on 
the verge” of fully reopening child 
development centers, which had 
been limited to mission essential 
personnel and teachers during 
the crisis. 

gamel.'kim@stripes.com 

Twitter: (fikimgamel 



Matthew KEELER/Stars and Stripes 


Pedestrians are screened before entering a gate at Camp 
Humphreys, South Korea, on Monday. Monday was the third 
consecutive day that new coronavirns cases fell below 100 in South 
Korea. 


US bases in Japan curtail additional services 


By Caitlin Doornbos 

Stars and Stripes 

YOKOSUKA NAVAL BASE, 
Japan — Fitness classes are post¬ 
poned, some religious services 
will move online and bingo games 
are canceled as U.S. military bases 
across Japan adapt to everyday 
life in the time of coronavirns. 

Guards at the gates to U.S. 
bases started a hands-off policy 
for checking ID cards. At Yokota 
Air Base in western Tokyo, the 
Samurai Fitness Center on Tues¬ 
day canceled some group exercise 
classes and intramural sports and 
put the steam and sauna rooms off 
limits. At Yokosuka Naval Base, 
the Morale, Welfare and Recre¬ 
ation office canceled bingo. 

Officials with U.S. Forces 
Japan, headquartered at Yokota, 
at a Facebook town hall Tuesday 
told viewers to stay flexible, ex¬ 
pect changes and stay in touch 
with unit commanders for more 
information. 

“The situation is evolving, 
and policy is changing,” said Air 
Force Chief Master Sgt. Richard 
Winegardner Jr., the USFJ top 
enlisted leader. “Keep talking to 
your commanders and medical 
providers.” 

A staff member at Yokota’s 
child development center was to 


be tested for possible exposure 
to the virus, according to an offi¬ 
cial base Facebook post Tuesday. 
The center is closed until Monday 
pending the result. 

No one connected to the U.S. 
military in Japan — service 
members. Defense Department 
civilian employees or their fami¬ 
lies — has tested positive for the 
virus, said Mqj. Allen Fisher, the 
Yokota public health emergency 
officer, during the town hall. 

“We have testing being done 
and negative results are coming 
in on a daily basis,” he said. 

At Yokosuka, chapel services 
were canceled for the foreseeable 
future, according to a Monday 
announcement on the chapel’s of¬ 
ficial Facebook page. Chaplains 
are developing alternatives such 
as pre-recorded worship services 
for congregation members to ac¬ 
cess online. 

Tuesday, Yokosuka moved the 
base orientation class for newly 
arrived service members and 
their families, usually held over 
three days in person, to an online 
session, said base spokesman Ran¬ 
dall Baucom. Orientation brief¬ 
ings were recorded ahead of time 
in anticipation of the change. 

Elective dental services such 
as teeth cleaning, “orthodontic 
consultations and routine opera¬ 


tive procedures” were suspended 
Tuesday, according to a Navy 
Hospital Yokosuka public health 
notice issued Monday. At Yokota, 
the 374th Medical Group has 
been postponing elective surger¬ 
ies until May. 

Installations across Japan also 
began conducting “no-touch” ID 
checks at base gates, according to 
Navy and Air Force statements. 
Instead of handing over ID cards 
to security personnel, cardholders 
are asked to hold up their IDs for 
inspection, then flip them around 
to allow the guard to scan the bar 
code. 

“This change in procedures 
is precautionary to protect the 
health and safety of all visitors 
and Navy personnel,” Navy Forc¬ 
es Japan spokesman Lt. Cmdr. 
David Levy said in an email Mon¬ 
day to Stars and Stripes. 

The Friendship Day 2020 cel¬ 
ebration at Marine Corps Air 
Station Iwakuni, which annually 
hosts 200,000 Japanese residents, 
was canceled Monday by base 
officials. 

Canceling the 44th annual air- 
show, scheduled for May 5, was 
a joint decision between the U.S. 
military and the Japan Maritime 
Self-Defense Force’s Fleet Wing 
31, all based at Iwakuni, accord¬ 
ing to a press release Monday. 


Misawa Air Base created a “sup¬ 
port cell” to help service members 
and their families navigate the 
Defense Department restrictions 
on travel, the air base’s official 
Facebook page said Sunday. 

DOD on Friday imposed a “stop 
movement” order that froze tem¬ 
porary duty assignments and 
permanent changes of station for 
60 days. A similar ban on U.S. do¬ 
mestic travel was implemented 
Monday. 

At Naval Air Facility Atsugi, 
the personal property processing 
office stopped taking in-person 
appointments on Tuesday. In¬ 
stead, customers should seek help 
scheduling shipments using the 
move.mil website, according to a 
post on the official base Facebook 
site Tuesday. 

At Yokota, in addition to the 
gym restrictions, the base discon¬ 
tinued all self-serve food options 
such as buffets and catered events 
at the enlisted and officer clubs 
and other base facilities, accord¬ 
ing a post Saturday on the official 
base Facebook page. All dining 
facilities on base have also in¬ 
creased the space between tables 
to encourage social distancing. 

Stars and Stripes reporterJames 

Bolinger contributed to this report. 
doornbos.caitlin@stripes.com 
Twitter: @CaitlinDoornbos 


Guam closes 
base schools 

By Dave Ornauer 
Stars and Stripes 

Authorities with Defense De¬ 
partment schools on Guam re¬ 
versed course after one day and 
decided Tuesday to suspend class¬ 
es until further notice to stem the 
spread of coronavirns, according 
to Joint Region Marianas. 

Concerns expressed by mili¬ 
tary families and updated recom¬ 
mendations from the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention 
prompted the Department of De¬ 
fense Education Activity to close 
Guam schools starting Wednes¬ 
day, according to the statement 
from Joint Region Marianas. 
Students will have access to on¬ 
line instruction starting Monday 
through April 3, the end of the 
school year’s third quarter. 

“Families will receive more 
information regarding online 
learning assignments and expec¬ 
tations from their child’s school,” 
the release stated. 

The move came a day after 
DODEA and Joint Region Mari¬ 
anas announced the schools 
would remain open, even though 
the Naval Base Guam com¬ 
mander had declared a health 
emergency. 
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Kaiserslautern tightens rules on businesses 


Hours, numbers limited, while others are ordered to close 



An employee of a hairdressing salon in Kaiserslautern wears a face mask as he waits 
for customers to come in on Tuesday. Hairdressing salons are some of numerous 
businesses exempted from restrictions imposed at the local and federal levels. 


By Marcus Kloeckner and Jennifer 
SVAN 

Stars and Stripes 

KAISERSLAUTERN, Germany — The 
home to the largest US. military commu¬ 
nity overseas has announced widespread 
restrictions and closures, similar to mea¬ 
sures taken across Germany to stem the 
spread of the coronavirus. 

In Kaiserslautern, the largest city in an 
area where about 50,000 Defense Depart¬ 
ment personnel and their families live, city 
officials late Monday ordered numerous 
businesses to close and banned gatherings 
of more than 75 people until July 10. 

While a long list of shops can remain 
open — grocery stores, beverage markets, 
pharmacies, drugstores, banks, post of¬ 
fices, gas stations, hairdressers, laundro¬ 
mats, home improvement and construction 
supplies stores and wholesale suppliers — 
other places where people come into close 
contact must close. 

They include gyms, playgrounds, bars, 
pubs, discos, theaters, opera houses and 
concert halls, museums, swimming pools, 
amusement parks, brothels and outlets 
such as clothing stores. 

Restaurants in Kaiserslautern can stay 
open, but only between the hours of 6 a.m. 
and 6 p.m. for in-house dining. Tables in 
eateries must be at least 6 V 2 feet apart from 
each other, with no more than four people 
seated at one table at the same time. Out¬ 
side of the allowed opening hours, eateries 
may offer takeout and delivery services, 
the rules say. 

“This situation is not to be underestimat¬ 
ed,” Kaiserslautern Mayor Klaus Weichel 
said. 


The city measures came after the gov¬ 
ernment in Berlin on Monday restricted 
restaurant hours, banned long queues at 
grocery stores and ordered “nonessential” 
businesses to close across the country. 

The national restrictions were an¬ 
nounced as the number of confirmed coro¬ 
navirus infections in Germany rose to 6,012 
on Monday — an increase of more than 
1,100 cases from the previous day, said the 
Robert Koch Institute, the country’s public 
health agency. There have been 13 deaths 
in Germany, the agency said. 

Schools have closed their doors, and 
most travelers can’t get into the country 
because of border closures. Holiday travel 
and overnight stays in Germany for leisure 
are also banned. 

The coronavirus’ economic impact is 
being felt throughout the country and 
particularly in smaller communities like 
Kaiserslautern, a city of about 100,000 in 
Germany’s southwest. 

At Cafe Susann in the city’s pedestrian 
area, business has fallen off sharply, said 
owners Maike Susann Gemba and Dylan 
Page. 

Even if it’s allowed to remain open under 
the emergency rules, the cafe, which 
opened in September 2016, might have to 
close, they said. 

“It won’t be worth opening if no one 
comes,” said Page, an American. “But 
we would like to support the employees 
as long as we can. The longer we can stay 
open and have that little bit of support for 
the employees, we’ll do that.” 

The two women have already taken a 
number of steps to meet the new rules and 
try to allay customers’ fears about being 


exposed to the virus. 

“We’ve removed some tables. People 
can call in an order, we can pack it ahead, 
and they can come in and pick it up,” said 
Gemba. “We’re setting up an online store. 
We have a little stand selling cakes out 
front for people who are worried about 
coming inside. We’re thinking about doing 
deliveries, but it takes time to set up. We 
maintain strict hygiene standards and 
practice social distancing. 

“We’ve obeyed all the rules. We’ll try 
everything ... We’ve become inventive to 
survive. We just need people to come to 
the cafe,” she said. 

Even large businesses, like IKEA, are 
feeling the pain of the restrictions. The 
Swedish furniture store closed all 53 of its 
shops in Germany, starting Tuesday. 


Sports club practices and group worship 
are also off-limits. The German govern¬ 
ment did not say whether those flouting the 
restrictions would face any punishment. 

The Army has already put restrictions on 
off-base hangouts such as hookah lounges, 
bars and indoor, sit-down restaurants for 
some of its soldiers in Europe. 

The new German rules have a small sil¬ 
ver lining, though. In a break with German 
custom, businesses that are allowed to stay 
open can also do business on Sunday. But 
they must keep their facilities clean and 
keep customers from forming long lines or 
grouping closely, the federal rules say. 

Stars and Stripes reporter Karin Zeitvogei con¬ 
tributed to this story, 
kloeckner.marcusdistripes.com 
svan.jenniferdistripes.com 
Twitter; @stripesktown 


Pentagon’s top 2 civilians 
separated amid outbreak 


By Corey Dickstein 
Stars and Stripes 

WASHINGTON — The Penta¬ 
gon on Monday said at least 37 
members of the Defense Depart¬ 
ment community worldwide have 
tested positive for the coronavi¬ 
rus as the department takes steps 
to mitigate the impact of the fast¬ 
spreading illness, including keep¬ 
ing its top two officials separated 
from each other. 

Defense Secretary Mark Esper 
and Deputy Defense Secretary 
David Norquist on Monday began 
limiting the number of people with 
access to their offices, screen¬ 
ing people who enter them, and 
communicating with each other 
exclusively via teleconference, 
according to Jonathan Hoffman, 
the Pentagon’s chief spokesman. 

“We are attempting to put, for 
lack of a better term, a bubble 
around the two of them,” Hoffman 
told reporters at the Pentagon. 

As of Monday, no person who 
works in the Pentagon has tested 
positive for the virus, he said. But 
officials determined they needed 
to take serious measures to pro¬ 
tect Esper, Norquist and others 
considered essential to national 
security. 


The Pentagon has halted most 
visitors from entering the build¬ 
ing, including foreign officials on 
business. Officials also stressed 
that people who can work from 
home are encouraged to do so. 

Members of the military com¬ 
munity who tested positive for 
coronavirus as of Monday morn¬ 
ing included 18 service mem¬ 
bers, 13 military dependents, 
three Defense Department civil¬ 
ians and three defense contrac¬ 
tors, Hoffman said. US. military 
cases have been reported in 
South Korea, Germany, Italy and 
in several U.S. states, including 
Washington, California, Georgia 
and Virginia. 

Meanwhile, the Pentagon is 
developing plans for responding 
if states or other federal depart¬ 
ments request help in the crisis. 

More than 1,500 National 
Guard members in at least 15 
states had been activated to aid 
in the response as of Monday, of¬ 
ficials said. Those troops were 
largely expected to aid with logis¬ 
tics and to help clean and sanitize 
public spaces. 

Stars and Stripes reporter Rose L. 
Thayer contributed to this report. 
dickstein.corey@stripes.com 
Twitter: @CDicksteinDC 
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VIRUS OUTBREAK 


Trump addresses 
virus' heavy impact 
on US economy 



With the help of an employee, the manager of O’Lunney’s Times Square Pub, John Galgey, right, boards 
up the large glass windows of the pub in New York on Monday. 

Government issues historic 
restrictions amid outbreak 


By Christopher Rugaber 
AND Tim Sullivan 

Associated Press 

The United States implement¬ 
ed dramatic new restrictions on 
Americans going out in public, 
and 7 million people in the San 
Francisco area were put on a 
near-total lockdown to control the 
coronavirus emergency that has 
walloped the global economy. 

Not everyone was adhering to 
the clampdowns, however. 

On the same day that the 
Trump administration called on 
Americans to not gather in groups 
of more than 10 people and urged 
older people to stay home, Ari¬ 
zona, Florida and Illinois went 
ahead with plans to hold presi¬ 
dential primaries Tuesday. Ohio 
called off its primary just hours 
before polls were to open. 

At the iconic “Welcome to Las 
Vegas” sign, there was still a line 
of 20 or 30 people Monday after¬ 
noon waiting to pose for a picture. 
And beaches on Florida’s Gulf 
coast near Tampa stayed open, 
including one that was flooded 
with spring breakers. Gov. Ron 
Desantis said that he would leave 
it up to communities whether to 
restrict access to beaches. 

“It’s probably not advisable to 
have spring break gatherings,” 
but that people in small groups 
at the beach is probably OK, he 
said. “I think the communities 
can work that out.” 

Texas Gov. Greg Abbott, a 
Republican, praised the federal 
government’s response as he took 
only limited action amid the out¬ 
break. Unlike other governors of 
heavily populated states, Abbott 
has not made explicit calls for 
limiting mass gatherings. 

“This is not a time to panic,” he 
said. “It’s not as if we have never 
been through this before. We’ve 
been through this many, many 
times.” 

The comments came on the 
same day that the number of in¬ 


fections in the US. climbed to 
nearly 4,500, with at least 81 
deaths, two-thirds of them in 
hard-hit Washington state. World¬ 
wide, more than 7,100 have died. 

With the US. economy shud¬ 
dering to a near-halt, the Dow 
Jones Industrial Average plum¬ 
meted nearly 3,000 points, or 
13%, its biggest one-day percent¬ 
age loss since the Black Monday 
crash of 1987. 

The rapid work stoppage had 
Americans fretting about their 
jobs and their savings, threatened 
to overwhelm unemployment 
benefit programs and height¬ 
ened fears that the country could 
plunge into a recession. 

Elections officials in Arizona, 
Florida and Illinois said that they 
were taking precautions to make 
sure voters could safely cast their 
ballots, despite widening calls for 
people to avoid going in public. A 
handful of other states already 
postponed their elections. 

Growing public unease over 
the virus spread was causing dis¬ 
ruptions to polling places in some 
states before they even opened. 

In Pasco County, Fla., the num¬ 
ber of poll workers dropping out 
surged from 20 last week to more 
than 150 by Monday after a case 
was confirmed in the county. 

“It’s a skeleton crew at a lot of 
locations,” said Okaloosa County 
Supervisor of Elections Paul Lux. 
“We are at the honest end of the 
rope in terms of who I can grab 
and who I can get trained and get 
deployed.” 

In Illinois, counties were mov¬ 
ing polling places out of nursing 
homes, offering ballot drop-off 
options for jittery voters and 
scrambling to find replacements 
for poll workers canceling at the 
last minute. 

Chicago elections officials 
worked late Monday to find re¬ 
placements for 168 polling sites. 

And the city elections com¬ 
mission was begging healthy 
people to volunteer to work at 


the polls amid a “tsumani” of 
cancellations. 

“Please, please heed our call 
and volunteer,” said Marisel Her¬ 
nandez, the commission’s chair. 
“Help us.” 

Meanwhile, millions of Ameri¬ 
cans were holed up at home, with 
many thrown out of work until 
further notice as the list of busi¬ 
nesses forced to close across the 
US. extended to restaurants, 
bars, gyms and casinos. 

Officials in six San Francis¬ 
co Bay Area counties issued a 
“shelter in place” order affecting 
nearly 7 million people, requiring 
most residents to stay inside and 
venture out only for food, medi¬ 
cine or exercise for three weeks 
—the most drastic measure taken 
yet in the US. to curb the spread 
of the virus. 

“I know today’s order is a radi¬ 
cal step. It has to be. We need to 
act now, all of us,” said Dr. Grant 
Colfax, director of the San Fran¬ 
cisco Health Department. 

Health officials, politicians 
and business leaders are talking 
about “social distancing” and 
“flattening the curve,” or encour¬ 
aging people to avoid others to 
slow the spread of the virus and 
keep US. hospitals from being 
overwhelmed with a sudden del¬ 
uge of patients. 

The shutdowns touched every 
corner of the country: restaurant 
and bar employees nationwide, 
blackjack dealers in Las Vegas, 
theme park workers in Orlando, 
Fla., and winery workers in Cali¬ 
fornia. At least eight states called 
on all bars and restaurants to 
close at least part of the day. 

The economy appears to be de¬ 
celerating at a much faster pace 
than during the 2008 financial 
meltdown. 

“This is like an avalanche. It’s 
all happening at once,” said Heidi 
Shierholz, senior economist at the 
Economic Policy Institute. “And 
no one knows how long it’s going 
to last.” 


Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — Ahead of 
an expected surge in coronavirus 
cases. President Donald Trump 
on Tuesday moved to blunt the 
impact of the pandemic on the 
US. economy, fundamentally 
altered by a push for a nation to 
stay home. 

As the global markets fluctu¬ 
ated amid fears of a recession, the 
president conferred with tourism 
executives as well as restaurant 
leaders, retailers and suppliers. 
His administration is expected 
to propose a roughly $850 bil¬ 
lion emergency economic stimu¬ 
lus to address the free-fall while 
considering checks to American 
workers trying to make their way 
in an economy deeply unsettled 
by the outbreak. 

US. businesses large and small 
are reeling from shutdowns, can¬ 
cellations and public fear about 
the virus as the number of cases 
rises nationwide. Stocks moved 
higher on Wall Street on Tuesday, 
a day after plunging to their worst 
loss in more than three decades. 

And the president again urged 
Americans to follow sweeping 
guidelines that for the next 14 
days will temporarily rewrite the 
norms of society, including for 
older residents to stay home while 
all people should avoid gatherings 
of more than 10 at their local res¬ 
taurants and bars. 

“By making shared sacrifices, 
we can protect the health of our 
people and our economy and I 
think our economy will come 
back very rapidly," Trump said. 
“If we do this right our country 
and the world frankly, but our 
country can be rolling again ... 
very quickly. We can protect the 
health of our people and we can 
protect our economy.” 

Trump, maintaining his newly 
somber tone about the crisis 
enveloping the globe, urged 
Americans to work from home 
and urged the nation’s cities and 
states to issue restrictions to pro¬ 
mote distancing in line with new 
federal guidelines. 

He promised a dramatic in¬ 
crease in access to coronavirus 
tests, ventilators, hospital beds 
and access to telehealth ser¬ 
vices. His administration said it 
would coordinate responses with 
the states, would push for con¬ 
struction workers to give masks 
to health care workers and, if 
needed, use the Army Corps of 
Engineers to build more hospital 
space. 

Treasury Secretary Steve 
Mnuchin, the administration’s 
lead negotiator with Congress, 
said tax filings could be delayed 
and vowed that the stock mar¬ 
kets would remain open but their 
hours could be shortened. Offi¬ 
cials said assistance could be of¬ 


fered to the airlines, cruise ships 
and airplane manufacturers. The 
president vowed to maintain the 
safety of elections while voters 
in three states went to the polls 
Tuesday even as Ohio postponed 
its primary. 

Trump vowed that the virus, 
an outbreak like the nation has 
not seen in more than a century, 
would be defeated. 

“One day we’re going to stand 
up here and say ‘We won,’ ” 
Trump told the White House 
briefing where reporters sat in 
alternating seats to maintain a 
safe distance. “As sure as you’re 
sitting there we’re going to say 
that.” 

The president’s declaration of 
resolve came a day after, for the 
first time, he acknowledged that 
the pandemic may send the econ¬ 
omy into a recession and suggest¬ 
ed that the nation may be dealing 
with the virus until “July or Au¬ 
gust.” The president and his team 
on Tuesday cautioned Americans 
to prepare for a lengthy change to 
their daily routines as it could be 
more than a month before the im¬ 
pact of his 15-day guidelines can 
even be measured. 

Trump said his coronavirus 
task force had considered, but 
was not ready to implement, any 
sort of domestic travel ban but he 
urged Americans to forgo trips 
even to places not heavily impact¬ 
ed by the virus saying, “Enjoy 
your homes, enjoy your living 
room.” 

Dr. Deborah Birx, who is co¬ 
ordinating the federal response 
to the virus, on Tuesday called 
for the “army of millennials” to 
lead the charge in fighting back 
against the coronavirus. Birx told 
ABC’s “Good Morning America” 
that the nation needs millennials 
doing everything they can, includ¬ 
ing staying home from bars, to 
protect themselves from getting 
infected but also safeguarding 
their parents and grandparents. 

Trump’s tone Tuesday was far 
less optimistic than his earlier 
predictions, when he insisted it 
could be over in weeks. 

His admission that the outbreak 
may send the economy into a re¬ 
cession was startling for Trump, 
who for two weeks had struck 
a discordantly optimistic tone 
about the pandemic that endan¬ 
gered his presidency. This week, 
that upbeat demeanor was gone 
as he acknowledged the virus was 
“not under control” in the United 
States or globally. 

For most people, the new coro¬ 
navirus causes only mild or mod¬ 
erate symptoms, such as fever 
and cough. For some, especially 
older adults and people with ex¬ 
isting health problems, it can 
cause more severe illness, includ¬ 
ing pneumonia. 
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VIRUS OUTBREAK 


World hunkers down as travelers scramble 



Attila Balazs, MTI/AP 


Municipal workers label portable food containers intended for local residents in a closed primary school 
in Paszab, Hungary, on Tuesday. Officiais bought 150 sets of food boxes for families who are eligible to 
receive a free hot meai, as ali schools stay closed as a precaution against the spread of the coronavirus. 


By Chris Blake 
AND Frank Jordans 
Associated Press 

BERLIN — Tens of millions of 
people hunkered down in govern¬ 
ment-ordered isolation Tuesday 
as borders slammed shut, schools 
and businesses closed and in¬ 
creasingly drastic restrictions 
on movement took effect. Others 
were scrambling to get home, 
caught up in widespread travel 
restrictions that aimed to slow the 
spread of the new coronavirus. 

From Southeast Asia to Europe 
to the Americas, people found 
their lives upended by lockdowns 
and social distancing. 

Shoppers in Malaysia stood in 
long lines to stock up at picked- 
over supermarkets. Commut¬ 
ers in the Philippines waited in 
huge traffic jams at checkpoints 
set up to take their temperatures 
before entering the capital of 
Manila. Seven counties around 
San Francisco issued a sweeping 
shelter-in-place mandate, order¬ 
ing millions to stay at home and 
go outside only for food, medicine 
and essential outings. 

Spain, now the fourth-most 
infected country, saw infections 
rise Tuesday by more than 2,000 
in one day to 11,178 and virus-re¬ 
lated deaths jump by almost 200 
to 491. Only China, Italy and Iran 
had more infections. 

With the number of cases 
worldwide topping 183,000, a 
surge of patients in Madrid’s hos¬ 
pitals has fueled worries across 
Europe of what lies ahead. Pleas 
went out to send masks and ven¬ 
tilators to places like Italy and 
Spain that are struggling with 
soaring caseloads. 

“There is no easy or quick way 
out of this extremely difficult 
situation,” Mark Rutte, the Dutch 
prime minister, said in the first 
televised speech by a Dutch lead¬ 
er since 1973. 

Airlines across the world have 
slashed flights due to a plunge in 
demand but also because many 
countries have been barring for¬ 
eign arrivals. 

Turkey planned to evacuate 
3,614 citizens stranded in nine 
European countries after flights 
were suspended. Foreign Min¬ 
ister Mevlut Cavusoglu said 
Tuesday. 

Germany launched a 50 mil¬ 
lion euro ($56 million) effort to 
bring home thousands of tour¬ 


ists stranded in popular winter 
vacation spots across the globe, 
including up to 5,000 in Morocco 
alone. 

“Even if we will do everything 
humanly possible, we cannot in 
every case provide a solution 
within 24 hours,” Foreign Minis¬ 
ter Heiko Maas warned. 

In Lithuania, trucks seeking 
to enter Poland backed up in a 
line 37 miles long after Poland 
closed its border to foreigners 
due to the new coronavirus. Ger¬ 
man police organized a convoy to 
help stranded citizens from Bal¬ 
tic states get back home by ferry 
after the Poland closure. 

Italy reported another jump 
in infections, up to 27,980. With 
2,158 deaths, Italy now accounts 
for well over a quarter of the glob¬ 
al death toll. 

The cascade of event cancel¬ 
lations continued, with Thailand 
calling off its water festival in 
April and the Kentucky Derby re¬ 
portedly prepared to delay the fa¬ 
mous U.S. horse race for the first 
time since World War 11. India 
shut down the T^ Mahal. 

Some bright spots emerged. 
Wuhan, the central Chinese city 
where the virus was first detected 


There is no easy or 
quick way out of this 
extremely difficult 
situation, f 

Mark Rutte 

Dutch prime minister 


late last year and which has been 
under lockdown for weeks, report¬ 
ed just one new case Tuesday. 

The virus causes only mild 
or moderate symptoms, such as 
fever and cough, for most people, 
but severe illness is more likely in 
the elderly and people with exist¬ 
ing health problems. COVID-19 
has killed over 7,100 people so 
far but more than 79,000 have 
recovered. 

The economic toll from the 
crisis to both companies and in¬ 
dividuals was only escalating. 
Shares reversed early losses in 
Asia on Tuesday after the U.S. 
stock market plunged to its worst 
day in more than three decades. 
Huge swaths of many economies 
have come to a standstill as busi¬ 
nesses and travel shut down due 


to the outbreak. 

“It’s shocking, in a way. I’m 
still in the throes of processing it. 
It means I need to find a way to 
support myself from home,” said 
Tyler Baldwin, 29, a bartender in 
Seattle. 

A senior South Korean health 
official, Kwon Jun-wook, urged 
people to take the virus seriously. 

“In a similar way to how the 
Sept. 11 attacks completely 
changed people’s perception 
about security, quarantine au¬ 
thorities like us believe the daily 
lives of all the people around the 
world will be changed because of 
COVID-19,” Kwon told reporters 
Tuesday. “From now on, if you are 
sick, you should voluntarily rest 
to prevent a spread to others.” 

Malaysia banned foreign travel 
and is allowing only essential 
services to stay open. France al¬ 
lowed people to leave home only 
to buy food, go to work, or do es¬ 
sential tasks. French President 
Emmanuel Macron said the re¬ 
strictions were tightened because 
people hadn’t complied with ear¬ 
lier guidelines and “we are at 
war.” 

The first confirmed cases of 
COVID-19 were reported in So¬ 


malia, which has one of Africa’s 
weakest health systems. 

As the pandemic expanded 
across Europe, the Mideast and 
the Americas, China and South 
Korea were trying to hold their 
hard-fought gains. China is quar¬ 
antining new arrivals, who in re¬ 
cent days have accounted for an 
increasing number of cases, and 
South Korea will increase screen¬ 
ings of all overseas arrivals start¬ 
ing Thursday. 

Infections have continued to 
slow in South Korea’s worst-hit 
city of Daegu. But there’s concern 
over a steady rise of infections 
around Seoul, where new clusters 
have emerged. 

In the United States, officials 
urged older Americans and those 
with chronic health conditions to 
stay home, and recommended all 
group gatherings be capped at 
10 people. Americans returning 
from abroad encountered chaotic 
airport health screenings that 
clearly broke all virus-fighting 
rules against crowds 

School closings in 56 countries 
kept more than 516 million stu¬ 
dents home, the United Nations 
said. 

British Prime Minister Boris 
Johnson told people to eliminate 
unnecessary contact with others, 
working from home where pos¬ 
sible and avoiding bars, restau¬ 
rants, theaters and other venues. 
Schools remained opened for the 
time being. 

Some scientists, and many wor¬ 
ried Britons, have said the gov¬ 
ernment should have taken tough 
action sooner. 

Britain’s dramatic escalation of 
social restrictions to fight CO VID - 
19 was sparked by new scientific 
evidence suggesting that 250,000 
people in the UK. and more than 
1 million in the U.S. might die if 
the country did not suppress the 
spread of the new coronavirus. 

The analysis, published by Im¬ 
perial College London epidemi¬ 
ologists, drew on the latest data 
from Italy. It found that a strat¬ 
egy of “mitigation” — slowing 
but not stopping the spread of the 
virus while protecting vulnerable 
groups like the elderly — would 
still lead to a huge number of 
cases that would overwhelm the 
health care system. 


Iran warns virus could kill ‘millions’ in country 


By Nasser Karimi 
AND Jon Gambrell 

Associated Press 

TEHRAN, Iran — Iran issued 
its most dire warning yet Tues¬ 
day about the outbreak of the new 
coronavirus ravaging the coun¬ 
try, suggesting “millions” could 
die in the Islamic Republic if the 
public keeps traveling and ignor¬ 
ing health guidance. 

A state television journalist who 
also is a medical doctor gave the 
warning only hours after hard¬ 


line Shiite faithful the previous 
night pushed their way into the 
courtyards of two major shrines 
that had just been closed over 
fears of the virus. Meanwhile, 
Iran’s supreme leader issued a 
religious ruling prohibiting “un¬ 
necessary” travel in the country. 

Roughly nine out of 10 of the 
over 18,000 cases of the new virus 
confirmed across the Middle East 
come from Iran, where authori¬ 
ties denied for days the risk the 
outbreak posed. Officials have 
now implemented new checks for 


people trying to leave m^or cit¬ 
ies ahead of Nowruz, the Persian 
New Year, on Friday, but have 
hesitated to quarantine the areas. 

That’s even as the death toll in 
Iran saw another 13% increase 
Tuesday. Health Ministry spokes¬ 
man Kianoush Jahanpour said the 
virus had killed 135 more people 
to raise the total to 988 amid over 
16,000 cases. Jordan meanwhile 
prepared for a shutdown of its 
own over the virus, banning gath¬ 
erings drawing more than 10 peo¬ 
ple, as neighboring Israel issued 


its own strict new guidelines for 
life under the coronavirus threat, 
including pneumonia. 

The Iranian state TV journal¬ 
ist, Dr. Afruz Eslami, cited a 
study by Tehran’s prestigious 
Sharif University of Technology, 
which offered three scenarios. If 
people begin to cooperate now, 
Iran will see 120,000 infections 
and 12,000 deaths before the out¬ 
break is over, she said. If they 
offer medium cooperation, there 
will be 300,000 cases and 110,000 
deaths, she said. 


But if people fail to follow any 
guidance, it could collapse Iran’s 
already-strained medical system, 
Eslami said. If the “medical facil¬ 
ities are not sufficient, there will 
be 4 million cases, and 3.5 million 
people will die,” she said. 

Eslami did not elaborate on 
what metrics the study used, but 
even reporting it on Iran’s tightly 
controlled state television repre¬ 
sented a m^or change for a coun¬ 
try whose officials had for days 
denied the severity of the crisis. 
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Brothels closed, so sex workers in a bind 



Peter Dejng/AP 


The streets and alleys of Amsterdam’s Red Light District, normally packed with tourists, were largely 
deserted Monday after the Dutch government ordered bars and restaurants closed amid the coronavirus 
crisis — and made a point of saying that the restrictions cover sex clubs and weed-selling coffeeshops. 


By Frank Jordans 

Associated Press 

BERLIN — It’s 7 p.m. on a 
Friday night, a time when Aurel 
Johannes Marx’s three-room 
brothel on the edge of Berlin 
would normally be preparing for 
its first customers. Sex for sale 
has long been a staple part of the 
German capital’s freewheeling 
nightlife. But amid concerns over 
the new coronavirus, even the 
world’s supposedly oldest profes¬ 
sion is suffering a sudden slump. 

At the “Lankwitzer 7” brothel, 
with its soft red light and bawdy 
paintings on the wall, disinfectant 
dispensers had been installed 
next to the washbasins. Marx 
said he ordered staff to hot-wash 
all towels and sheets, and open 
the windows more often to let the 
warm, sticky air escape. 

Still, customers just weren’t 
showing up anymore. 

“Over the past week, business 
has gone down by 50%,” Marx 
said, blaming the decline on the 
general drop in nightlife that’s 
occurred since the virus arrived 
in Berlin. 

By Saturday, authorities had 
pulled the plug entirely, order¬ 
ing the temporary closure of all 
entertainment venues, including 
brothels. The city has registered 
332 confirmed cases of COVID- 
19 so far. Several dozen infec¬ 
tions have been traced to bars 
and clubs. 

Susanne Bleier Wilp, a German 
former sex worker and spokes¬ 
woman for the Association of 
Erotic and Sexual Services Pro¬ 


viders, or BESD, said the virus 
has caused fear and uncertainty 
among the estimated 100,000 to 
200,000 sex workers in Germany, 
where prostitution was largely le¬ 
galized almost 20 years ago. 

“There are those who are with¬ 
drawing from the business en¬ 
tirely at the moment for safety 
reasons,” Bleier Wilp told The 
Associated Press. Others are re¬ 
quiring that customers disinfect 
themselves, she added — a mea¬ 


sure that medical experts say is 
unlikely to effectively stop the 
spread of the virus during close 
physical contact. 

It wasn’t clear how the closure 
of brothels would affect indepen¬ 
dent sex workers, and some have 
come under criticism for suggest¬ 
ing they will continue working. 

Salome Balthus, a sex worker 
in Berlin, said that most of her 
colleagues would prefer to stay at 
home. 


“But they know that nobody is 
going to compensate them for loss 
of income,” she said on Twitter. 
“90% of all dates are being can¬ 
celed anyway. As always, we’re 
left to fend for ourselves.” 

Unlike regular employees, 
most sex workers won’t benefit di¬ 
rectly from the half-trillion-euro 
package of loans the German gov¬ 
ernment is making available to 
companies facing ruin because of 
the coronavirus outbreak. 


“Sex workers are usually self- 
employed, not employees,” said 
Bleier Wilp. “That means, they 
bear all the risks themselves.” 

In the Netherlands, Amster¬ 
dam’s famed red light district 
was similarly hard hit after the 
government on Sunday night or¬ 
dered the closure of schools, bars 
and restaurants for three weeks 
and made a point of mentioning 
that sex clubs also were affected. 

By Sunday night, the normally 
packed canal-side streets and 
narrow, cobbled alleys that are 
normally a tourist magnet were 
largely deserted. On Monday, the 
windows where scantily clad sex 
workers pose to attract custom¬ 
ers were largely empty. Some had 
signs taped to the glass saying: 
“The office is closed” due to the 
coronavirus restrictions. 

“There are almost no clients 
because there are no people on 
the street even. So the brothel 
owners decided to close down,” an 
Amsterdam sex worker who goes 
by the pseudonym Foxxy Angel, 
said in a telephone interview. 

Angel said she had already 
spent her savings when she 
couldn’t work for three weeks be¬ 
cause she had a regular flu. 

Amsterdam’s Prostitution 
Information Center, which nor¬ 
mally offers tours and provides 
information, has established an 
emergency fund for sex workers 
in financial trouble. It is aiming 
to raise 6,000 euros ($6,590) and 
will disburse 40 euros each to 
people who apply, to cover basics 
such as shopping, medicines and 
phone credits. 


Distilleries using alcohol to make hand sanitizer 



Matt Rourke/AP 


From left, Caitlin Bagenstose, Logan Snyder and his wife Carly 
Snyder bottle hand sanitizer made at the Eight Oaks Farm Distiilery 
in New Tripoli, Pa., on Monday. Workers experimented with glycerine, 
high-proof alcohol and aloe to get just the right consistency. 


By Michael Rubinkam 
AND Lisa Rathke 
Associated Press 

NEW TRIPOLI, Pa. — A Penn¬ 
sylvania distillery owner who 
grew increasingly angry as he 
saw the skyrocketing price of 
hand sanitizer has decided to do 
something about it: He’s tempo¬ 
rarily converting his operation 
into a production line for the sud¬ 
denly hard-to-find, gooey, alco¬ 
hol-based disinfectant. 

Eight Oaks Farm Distillery 
filled its first 20 bottles Monday, 
a batch destined for charitable 
groups that need hand sanitizer 
but haven’t been able to get it due 
to the coronavirus pandemic. The 
family-owned distillery plans to 
dramatically boost production 
this week and distribute the bot¬ 
tles to charities as well as offer 
them at farmers’ markets where 
it sells its spirits and through its 
website. 

The price: whatever people de¬ 
cide to donate. 

“We are in a national emergen¬ 
cy,” said brewery founder Chad 
Butters. “What’s the right thing 
to do? The right thing to do is sup¬ 
port this community by provid¬ 
ing something that is in desperate 
need. We’ll flood the valley with 


hand sanitizer and drive that 
price right down.” 

Other distilleries are also put¬ 
ting their spirits to work to help 
fill the shortage of hand sanitiz¬ 
ers. Green Mountain Distillers in 
Morrisville, Vt., is giving away a 
hand sanitizing solution and Dur¬ 
ham Distillery in Durham, N.C., 
is donating one to hospitality col¬ 


leagues, using high-proof alcohol 
and other ingredients. Patrons 
must bring their own containers. 

“We wanted to do something 
that would be as positive as pos¬ 
sible,” said Harold Faircloth, 
an owner of Green Mountain 
Distillers. 

Smugglers’ Notch Distillery, 
also in Vermont, plans to launch 


a hand sanitizer later this week at 
its Waterbury and Jeffersonville 
sites. A portion of the proceeds 
will be donated to Vermont’s 
efforts to respond to the virus 
outbreak. 

“I know I have a unique oppor¬ 
tunity to help out a little bit and 
keep my staff employed,” said 
co-owner Jeremy Elliott, who 
said 40% of his business comes 
from bars and restaurants, which 
are closing in some parts of the 
country. 

The Distilled Spirits Council of 
the United States, a trade group, 
has been in touch with federal 
regulatory agencies as well as the 
Trump administration’s corona¬ 
virus task force to clear red tape 
and “make sure we can be quick 
and nimble and fill a need in the 
marketplace,” said Chief Execu¬ 
tive Officer Chris Swonger. “We 
all want to do our part.” 

Swonger said government agen¬ 
cies have been very receptive. 

At Eight Oaks Farm Distillery, 
about 70 miles north of Philadel¬ 
phia, workers experimented with 
high-proof alcohol, aloe and glyc¬ 
erine to get just the right consis¬ 
tency. The recipe is based on one 
published by the World Health 
Organization. 

As word got out about what 


Eight Oaks was up to, the distill¬ 
ery began hearing from people 
and groups in need, including 
a pediatric cancer organization 
and a woman whose 12-year-old 
son has heart disease and was 
desperate for hand sanitizer to 
help keep him safe. 

“I cannot find it anywhere 
and this virus is especially dan¬ 
gerous to him,” she wrote to the 
distillery. 

Beyond the humanitarian im¬ 
pulses of individual distillers, the 
liquor industry also has a vested 
interest in seeing the virus threat 
dissipate quickly, given its eco¬ 
nomic reliance on bars, restau¬ 
rants and other hospitality and 
entertainment venues that have 
been shuttered by the outbreak. 

Brad Plummer, spokesman for 
the American Distilling Institute 
and editor of Distiller Magazine, 
said he’s been seeing a lot of talk 
among distillers interested in 
converting part of their opera¬ 
tions to hand sanitizer. 

“The hospitality industry is 
going to be decimated by this 
and they are our primary clients. 
We’re looking for ways to help in 
the response to this, but also to 
find other ways to look for rev¬ 
enue streams,” he said. 












Wednesday, March 18,2020 


Stars and Stripes 




Page 11 


NATION 


Senate extends 
3 surveillance 
authorities 


By Mary Clare Jalonick 
Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — The Senate 
has voted to extend, rather than 
tweak, three surveillance pow¬ 
ers that federal law enforcement 
officials use to fight terrorists, 
passing the bill back to an absent 
House and throwing the future of 
the authorities in doubt. 

The 75-day extension pushes 
off the debate over the surveil¬ 
lance tools as Congress attempts 
to deal with the economic fallout 
of the coronavirus pandemic. 

It is unclear whether the House 
will accept the temporary exten¬ 
sion of the surveillance powers, 
which lapsed Sunday. 

Last week, the House passed 
a compromise bill negotiated by 
House Speaker Nancy Pelosi and 
House Republican leader Kevin 
McCarthy that would renew 
the authorities and impose new 
restrictions. 

President Donald Trump and 
Senate M^ority Leader Mitch 
McConnell endorsed the mea¬ 
sure, but longtime skeptics of the 
surveillance tools in the Senate 
blocked a quick passage. 

The House legislation would 
update the three expiring sur¬ 
veillance provisions, including 


The 75-day 
extension pushes off 
the debate over the 
surveillance tools as 
Congress attempts 
to deal with the 
economic fallout 
of the coronavirus 
pandemic 

one that permits the FBI to obtain 
court orders to collect business 
records on subjects in national 
security investigations. 

Another, known as the “roving 
wiretap” provision, permits sur¬ 
veillance on subjects even after 
they’ve changed phones. The third 
allows agents to monitor subjects 
who don’t have ties to internation¬ 
al terrorism organizations. 

The legislation would scale 
back some current authorities, 
such as the government’s access 
to certain records. 

It would also attempt to put 
stronger checks on some surveil¬ 
lance measures and make the 
process more transparent. 



Rich Pedroncelli/AP 


Puddle jumpers 

With umbrellas in hand Benjamin Prescott, 7, right, and his brother Joshua, 5, play in the puddles the 
rainfall brought to Sacramento, Calif., on ^turday. 


Justice dropping 
charges against 
2 Russian firms 


Idaho bill bans trans girls, 
women from competition 


Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — The Justice Depart¬ 
ment is moving to drop charges against two 
Russian companies that were accused of 
funding a social media campaign to sway 
American public opinion during the 2016 
United States presidential election. 

Prosecutors said they concluded that a 
trial, against a corporate defendant with 
no presence in the U.S. and no prospect of 
meaningful punishment even if convicted, 
would likely expose sensitive law enforce¬ 
ment tools and techniques, “potentially un¬ 
dermining their effectiveness.” 

Concord Management and Consulting 
LLC and Concord Catering were among 
three companies and 13 individuals charged 
in 2018 by special counsel Robert Mueller 
in a conspiracy to spread disinformation 
on social media during the 2016 presiden¬ 
tial race. The effort was aimed at dividing 
American public opinion and sowing dis¬ 
cord in the electorate, officials said. 

The case was one of the signature indict¬ 
ments from Mueller’s two-year Russia in¬ 
vestigation. Together with a separate case 
against Russian government hackers ac¬ 
cused of breaking into Democratic email 
accounts, it revealed a sweeping Russian 



Sergei Ilnitsky/AP 


Russian businessman Yevgeny Prigozhin 
controls a Russia firm charged in 2018 
in a disinformation conspiracy during the 
2016 U.S. election. 

effort to influence, or interfere in, the race 
between Republican Donald Trump and 
Democrat Hillary Clinton. 

Concord was the sole defendant in the case 
to enter an appearance in Washington’s fed¬ 
eral court and contest the allegations. The 
case had been set for trial next month. 

Concord is controlled by Yevgeny Pr¬ 
igozhin, a wealthy businessman known as 
“Putin’s chef” for his ties to Russian Presi¬ 
dent Vladimir Putin. He has been hit with 
U.S. sanctions over Russian interference in 
the 2016 election and is charged alongside 
his company in the indictment brought by 
Mueller. 

The company, with a high-powered law 
firm, filed a series of motions over the last 
two years, including to dismiss charges and 
to exclude certain evidence from the case. 


Associated Press 

BOISE, Idaho — An Idaho bill ban¬ 
ning transgender women from compet¬ 
ing in women’s sports despite warnings 
that such a law is unconstitutional went 
back to the House on Monday after being 
amended in the Senate. 

The Senate voted 24-11 to approve the 
measure that would apply to all sports 
teams sponsored by public schools, col¬ 
leges and universities. A girls’ or women’s 
team would not be open to transgender 
students who identify as female. 

Backers said that the law is needed be¬ 
cause transgender female athletes have 
physical advantages. They said that al¬ 
lowing transgender women to compete 
can limit athletic, economic and self¬ 
growth opportunities provided through 
sports made possible by Title IX. 

The 1972 law bars sex discrimination in 
education and is credited with opening up 
athletic competition for girls and women. 

“It started to level the playing field,” 
said Republican Sen. Mary Souza. “But 
now we are in a new crisis. Girls who have 
been struggling and training and compet¬ 
ing in their sport are suddenly confronted 
by biological males.” 

Opponents said that the bill discrimi¬ 


nates against transgender girls and 
women, and will subject athletes to inva¬ 
sive tests, causing them to forgo sports 
altogether. 

The original version of the law easily 
passed in the House. The Senate amended 
the bill in an attempt to alleviate concerns 
about such tests. But opponents were un¬ 
convinced, arguing that anyone, from a 
parent to an opposing player or someone 
with a grudge, could require a student to 
take a humiliating test. 

“It would damage and hurt her reputa¬ 
tion and dignity for life,” said Democratic 
Sen. Michelle Stennett, noting that very 
young girls would be subject to invasive 
physical exams. “Beyond the medical 
inaccuracies, this bill risks harming the 
physical and emotional health of our 
children.” 

Democratic Sen. Maryanne Jordan 
said that there was no need for the law 
because there were no instances of trans¬ 
gender girls or women competing in Idaho 
sports. She also said that the Idaho High 
School Activities Association has a policy 
in place already, as does the NCAA. Both 
include a requirement for medically pre¬ 
scribed hormone treatment before par¬ 
ticipating on a girls’ team. 
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VIRUS OUTBREAK 


Federal agencies expand telework to staffs 


By Lisa Rein and Missy Ryan 

The Washington Post 

The Trump administration on Mon¬ 
day directed federal agencies to expand 
telework to their staffs outside the Wash¬ 
ington region as services to the public 
began to contract to limit the spread of the 
coronavirus. 

After Sunday’s guidance to offer work 
from home to as many of the 300,000 
Washington-area federal employees as 
they could, the White House budget office 
told agencies to offer remote work to ad¬ 
ditional employees across the country in 
areas with significant virus outbreaks. 

The expanded telework to clear out fed¬ 
eral buildings came as the government 
began shifting to more of an emergency 
footing than it had to fight the pandemic. 
The Defense Department quickly found 
its computer networks overwhelmed by 
employees trying to connect to its servers 
from home through virtual private net¬ 
works — and the loads were prompting cy¬ 
berattacks, officials said Monday. 

White House officials told agency lead¬ 
ers to make sure they were prepared to 
quickly scale back operations as employ¬ 
ees either call in sick or are absent because 
they cannot work from home — or staffing 


face-to-face public services becomes too 
risky, according to administration officials 
with knowledge of these conversations. 

The still-uneven telework policy led 26 
Senate Democrats, led by Chris Van Hol- 
len of Maryland, to send a letter to Presi¬ 
dent Donald Trump on Monday, urging 
him to issue an executive order directing 
agencies to made telework mandatory “to 
the maximum extent practicable.” The let¬ 
ter criticized the administration for creat¬ 
ing anxiety in the workforce by leaving it 
up to individual managers to decide how 
to proceed. “Voluntary guidance is not 
enough — agencies need clear orders,” the 
senators wrote. 

The Social Security Administration an¬ 
nounced late Monday that its 1,250 field 
offices and 165 hearing offices across the 
country will close to the public starting 
Tuesday. 

“This decision protects the population 
we serve — older Americans and people 
with underlying medical conditions — and 
our employees during the Coronavirus 
(COVID-19) pandemic,” the agency said 
in a news release, parenthetically refer¬ 
ring to the disease caused by the novel 
coronavirus. 

It was unclear how long the offices would 
close. The agency said it would continue to 


provide “critical services” over the phone, 
including hearing appeals of disability 
applications. 

The decision at the Social Security Ad¬ 
ministration followed the closing by the 
Interior Department of some iconic sites, 
among them the Washington Monument 
and the Statue of Liberty National Monu¬ 
ment and Ellis Island. About 10 other 
parks closed over the weekend, including 
California’s Golden Gate National Recre¬ 
ation Area. 

Some federal offices acted decisively 
Monday to send employees home to work if 
they had not done so last week. The Equal 
Employment Opportunity Commission, for 
example, announced that after an employ¬ 
ee at its Washington headquarters showed 
symptoms of the coronavirus, it sent its 
Washington-area staff home. 

Field offices have already begun con¬ 
ducting intake of discrimination com¬ 
plaints over the phone. 

General Services Administration Ad- 
minstrator Emily Murphy put the agency’s 
headquarters staff on mandatory telework 
through “at least” April 3, she told the 
staff 

But Murphy’s missive did not address 
whether telework would be available to 
thousands of employees who handle the 


government’s real estate portfolio outside 
Washington. 

The Agriculture Department told Wash¬ 
ington-area employees on Monday that 
they could telework until early April, after 
an employees at the agency’s headquarters 
tested positive for the virus. 

The department also told managers in 
Seattle, New York City and parts of Cali¬ 
fornia to come up with plans to “maximize 
telework” for employees who have agree¬ 
ments in place, according to a memo sent 
to employees. 

It was another example that some agen¬ 
cies are moving faster than others to clear 
their offices. 

At the Education Department, spokes¬ 
woman Liz Hill said there is “maximum 
flexibility” on telework. “So, we aren’t clos¬ 
ing the building but everyone who doesn’t 
need to be in the office is being encouraged 
to work from home.” 

The U.S. Forest Service had no plans as 
of Monday to shut its ranger district offic¬ 
es, which provide a vital service in rural 
areas. Instead, the public is being asked to 
answer “self-screening” questions before 
meeting with the staff to determine wheth¬ 
er they may be at risk of carrying the virus 
or came into contact with someone who is 
sick. 


Surfer sets up toilet paper 
exchange on Calif, corner 



Hayne Palmour IV, Los Angeles Times/TNS 


Jonny Blue makes a request for toilet paper so that he can in turn give it to drivers 
that need it while standing at the intersection of Encinitas Boulevard and El Camino 
Real on Saturday in Encinitas, Calif. 


By Rob Nikolewski 
AND Hayne Palmour IV 
San Diego Union-Tribune 

ENCINITAS, Calif — Jonny Blue, a 33- 
year-old physical therapist and avid surfer 
from Encinitas, was seriously bummed 
Friday night. 

He saw reports across the country of 
people hoarding toilet paper in the wake 
of the coronavirus outbreak, and one of his 
good friends had a difficult time finding 
diapers and essential supplies for his kids 
at a nearby store. 

So on Saturday morning Blue took a 
cardboard sign bearing the simple request 
— “Share your toilet paper” — and camped 
out on the corner of El Camino Real and 
Encinitas Boulevard. 

“It just inspired me to remind people, 
listen, if you have a lot of something that 
probably means there are people who prob¬ 
ably don’t have very much of it, because 
you took it all,” Blue said. “So sharing it is 
probably a good thing to keep in mind.” 

The response was immediate and posi¬ 
tive, with motorists honking horns in sup¬ 
port. Drivers stopped to drop off rolls of 
toilet paper and, just as quickly. Blue would 
hand them off in an impromptu TP stock 
exchange. 

“This guy came here and said he just 


ran out and was going to a bunch of stores 
and couldn’t find any,” Blue said as cars 
whizzed by. “Somebody had given me some 
so I gave it to him. He was stoked.” 

“He was like, ‘Do you want me to pay 
you?’ I said, ‘No, man. Somebody gave it to 
me. Take it.’” 

A moment later, a driver in a white pick¬ 
up truck slowed down just enough to toss 
out a roll to Blue’s burgeoning bundle. 

“People are loving it,” Blue said. “People 
are honking, smiling, laughing. It’s actu¬ 
ally been good because it’s actually been 
kind of a rough time right now.” 

The run on toilet paper and other items 
such as hand sanitizers and disinfecting 
wipes has led local grocery stores and na¬ 
tional chains such as Target and Walmart 
to limit the amounts shoppers can pur¬ 
chase at one time. Last week, three women 
in a supermarket in Australia got into a 
hair-pulling brawl over toilet paper. 

Blue launched his fledgling Robin Hood 
enterprise at 9 a.m. and, said during a 
break at 2 p.m. that he would resume for a 
couple more hours later in the afternoon. 

“I think people want a sense of commu¬ 
nity,” Blue said. “When things are really 
challenging, people are looking to band to¬ 
gether and be unified. It feels like I kind of 
struck on a common theme where people 
were thinking, ‘Why are people hoarding 


toilet paper?’ It’s a simple thing, but it’s 
something that’s really tangible and really 
affects people’s lives, and when people saw 
my sign it really resonated with them.” 

Blue said he planned to return to his post 


again. 

“I just want to encourage everyone to be 
better,” he said. “Difficult times can reveal 
us to ourselves and help us see ourselves 
more clearly.” 
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Washington 
state says 
Biden wins 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — Joe Biden 
was declared the winner of last 
week’s Democratic presidential 
primary in Washington state, giv¬ 
ing him victories in five out of six 
states that voted March 10. 

After nearly a week of count¬ 
ing votes, the numbers showed 
the former vice president Monday 
held onto a small lead over Ver¬ 
mont Sen. Bernie Sanders. 

Sanders had been hoping to win 
Washington. In 2016, he won more 
than two-thirds of the delegates 
over Hillary Clinton. 

Of the state’s 89 pledged dele¬ 
gates, only 31 are allocated based 
on the statewide result. The re¬ 
maining 58 are determined based 
on the results of the state’s 10 con¬ 
gressional districts, and those re¬ 
sults might not be calculated until 
the election is certified by the 
secretary of state’s office, which 
could be as late as March 27. 

Biden won four other states last 
Tuesday: Missouri, Mississippi, 
Michigan and Idaho. Sanders won 
North Dakota. 


Dem primary uncertain as Ohio scraps vote 


By Will Weissert 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — The Democratic presi¬ 
dential primary is consumed with uncertainty 
after leaders in Ohio called off Tuesday’s elec¬ 
tion just hours before polls were set to open, 
citing the need to combat the new coronavi- 
rus. Officials in Florida, Arizona and Illinois 
said they would move forward with the vote. 

Not since New York City postponed its 
mayoral primary on the day of the Sept. 11, 
2001, attacks has an election been pushed off 
in such a high-profile, far-reaching way. Ohio 
Gov. Mike DeWine initially asked a court to 
delay the vote, and when a judge refused to do 
so the state’s health director declared a health 
emergency that would prevent the polls from 
opening. 

The decision was a reminder that the 
most elemental act of American democracy 
— voting — will be severely tested Tuesday 
as several states hold presidential primaries 
while also confronting the impact of a global 
pandemic. The contests are playing out as 
the virus’ impact is becoming more tangible 
with schools closing across the country, work¬ 
ers staying home and restaurants and bars 
shuttering. 

The U.S. stock market Monday plunged to 
its worst day in more than three decades. 

The rapidly shifting developments amount¬ 
ed to a kind of chaos rarely seen in an election 
season. And it may not end soon as some states 
that have presidential contests in the coming 


weeks have already moved to postpone them 
and others were being pressed to follow. 

“These are unusual restrictions," Susan 
Lerner, executive director of Common Cause 
New York, said of recommended federal lim¬ 
its to try and control the spread of the virus. 
Her group is urging the delay of that state’s 
2020 presidential primary from April 28 to 
June 23, when congressional and legislative 
primaries are already scheduled. 

“Normally, we do not support postponing 
elections, but these are extraordinary cir¬ 
cumstances," Lerner said. 

Campaigns spent Monday sifting through 
data and talking to contacts on the ground to 
assess the impact of the coronavirus on turn¬ 
out in places that will hold elections Tuesday. 
Former Vice President Joe Biden is mov¬ 
ing closer to securing the Democratic presi¬ 
dential nomination but could face a setback 
if the older voters who tend to support him 
don’t show up. Vermont Sen. Bernie Sanders, 
meanwhile, can’t afford to lose support from 
young voters who have been his most loyal 
supporters. 

The tumult has left the campaign in a state 
of suspended animation. In-person rallies 
have been replaced with sometimes-awkward 
virtual events. 

Sanders, the last Democrat standing be¬ 
tween Biden and the nomination, isn’t plan¬ 
ning to drop out. His campaign looked to have 
nowhere to go after a big loss last week in 
Michigan, and another blow landed Monday 
night when Biden was declared the winner of 


the primary in Washington state. Yet Sanders’ 
top advisers see no downside to staying in the 
race as they assess how the coming days and 
weeks unfold. 

Sanders staged a virtual rally Monday night 
featuring himself, rocker Neil Young and ac¬ 
tivist actress Daryl Hannah. He also released 
a video criticizing Biden for suggesting as a 
senator that he’d be willing to cut Social Se¬ 
curity benefits — a line of attack he employed 
frequently during Sunday’s debate. 

“I don’t have to tell anybody that we are liv¬ 
ing in a very unprecedented and strange mo¬ 
ment in the history of our country,” Sanders 
said, urging supporters that it may be time to 
“rethink our value system, rethink many of 
the systems we operate under.” 

Sanders’ team had expected Biden to do 
well in all four states set to vote on Tuesday. 
But the Vermont senator has also cast some 
doubt about the entire process, saying no one 
should risk being infected while voting and 
noting that it’s important “to make sure that 
everybody who wants to vote has the right to 
vote, and that may not be the case now.” 

Still, Sanders faces an increasingly tough 
path to the nomination. About half of the dele¬ 
gates in the Democratic primary have already 
been awarded and, if Biden has another big 
night Tuesday, he will pad an already large 
and perhaps insurmountable lead. Sanders 
trails Biden by more than 150 delegates na¬ 
tionally, meaning he’d need to win more than 
57% of those yet to be allocated to clinch the 
Democratic nomination. 
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In city of Idlib, Syrians fear end is nearing 



Felipe Dana/AP 

Women walk in a neighborhood heavily damaged by airstrikes last week in Idlib, Syria. 


By Sarah El Deeb 

Associated Press 

IDLIB, Syria — “There’s nothing now. 
Nothing at all,” said Yasser Aboud, as he 
looked away from his family’s few remain¬ 
ing belongings, dumped on the floor of the 
bare single room that would now be their 
home in the northwest Syrian city of Idlib. 

It was a far cry from the house, the farm, 
and the job that he, his wife and three chil¬ 
dren left behind two months ago, fleeing 
their hometown just 9 miles down the road 
as it was overwhelmed by Syrian govern¬ 
ment troops in furious fighting. He man¬ 
aged to salvage some jerrycans of olives, a 
few rugs, cushions and pots and pans, and 
his motorbike. They sold their washing 
machine and some of his wife’s gold. 

Now they were moving into an apart¬ 
ment in a district full of buildings shat¬ 
tered by government bombardment. He 
and his wife and three kids will share the 
place with over a dozen relatives. They’re 
jobless in a city teeming with thousands of 
others displaced like them — and they are 
hardly out of danger. 

The city of Idlib is the last urban area 
still under opposition control in Syria, lo¬ 
cated in a shrinking rebel enclave in the 
northwestern province of the same name. 
Syria’s civil war, which entered its 10th 
year on Monday, has shrunk in geographi¬ 
cal scope — focusing on this tiny corner of 
the country — but the misery wreaked by 
the conflict has not diminished. 

A bloodier and possibly more disastrous 
phase is on the horizon if government forc¬ 
es, backed by Russia and Iran, go ahead 
with threats to recapture Idlib city and 
the remaining rebel-held north, crammed 
with over 3 million people. 

Over the past three months, government 
troops recaptured nearly half of Idlib prov¬ 
ince and surrounding areas, forcing nearly 
1 million to flee their homes, around half 
of them into other parts of the province, 
including Idlib city. During the advances, 
government forces neared Idlib city out¬ 
skirts, bombing parts and sending thou¬ 
sands fleeing north. 

“I feel everything has ended, and this is a 
final migration, not displacement,” Aboud 
said. “I feel let down by the world.” 

The government offensive has been 
paused by a Russian-Turkish cease-fire 
deal, leaving residents of the rebel en¬ 
clave, including Idlib city, in a state of ter¬ 
rifying limbo. They are skeptical that the 
cease-fire will last and well aware they are 
likely the next target of the government’s 
assault. 

Though government airstrikes have hit it 
regularly, the city has suffered far less vio¬ 
lence than other places since 2015, when 
rebels seized it from government forces. 
Over the years since, multiple waves of 
displaced people flowed in, from other 
opposition areas further south retaken by 
the government, and now more from other 
parts of Idlib. 


The Associated Press traveled to Idlib 
on a trip arranged through Turkish au¬ 
thorities. Its team, like other journalists 
who have been into the enclave recently, 
was escorted by members of a media out¬ 
fit linked to Hayat Tahrir al-Sham, an al- 
Qaida-linked group that dominates the 
area. 

Driving into Idlib city, the AP team wit¬ 
nessed the scale of the displacement. Doz¬ 
ens of tents lined the main road into the 
city. Other families were crammed into 
bombed out buildings, the city’s stadium 
or unfinished construction sites. Shops 
have sprung around the enclave bearing 
the names of different cities and towns 
in Syria — a testimony and a token to the 
homes they left behind. 

The city has been shaped by the differ¬ 
ent layers of conflict. Many city streets are 
clean and well maintained by the opposi¬ 
tion administration. But on other streets, 
buildings are in ruins — some wrecked in 
previous fighting, others bombed during 
the most recent offensive. Residents can 
point out buildings and remember the date 
they were hit. The city gets only two hours 
of electricity a day, and Aboud said he 
chose to buy bread over more power from 
generators. 

If President Bashar Assad resumes the 
government offensive, everything here 
will be vulnerable. 

In past advances, the government’s tac¬ 
tic was to bombard urban areas relent¬ 
lessly — including with Russian warplanes 
— flattening residential areas and pum- 
meling the population into submission. 
Residents, opposition activists and fight¬ 
ers were offered the choice either to stay 
under “reconciliation” deals or be evacu¬ 
ated to the rebel-held north. 

In Idlib, the residents overwhelmingly 


fear living under government rule but have 
nowhere else to run, with Turkey refusing 
to open its border wall to more refugees. 

Aboud said it was out of the question for 
him to accept “reconciliation.” Holding his 
2-year-old twins by the hand, he said his 
family fled his hometown of Saraqeb “not 
fearing death but fearing to be under the 
rule of Assad again.” 

He took part in the early anti-govern¬ 
ment protests in 2011 and was detained for 
it; two of his brothers were shot and killed 
by government forces in 2012; his mother- 
in-law was killed in an airstrike the same 
year. 

If Assad captures Idlib, “we will run to 
Turkey, we will sleep under the (border) 
wall,” Aboud said. “The most crucial thing 
is that we won’t enter territories” held by 
the government. 

Turkey has deployed thousands of troops 
in the enclave, operating alongside its Syr¬ 
ian opposition allies. That has diminished 
the lock on power that the al-Qaida-linked 
Hayat Tahrir al-Sham has held over Idlib 
since it drove out rival factions in past 
fighting. 

Mustafa Berro, a commander of a Tur¬ 
key-backed rebel faction from Aleppo that 
has now sent forces to Idlib, said his fight¬ 
ers have not lost faith. 

“We are worse off than in 2014” — when 
rebels held nearly half of Syria — “but we 
are better off than 2011” when they had no 
territory to control, he said. “We still have 
an area to work from and operate in.” 

The massive displacement of past weeks 
has strained international aid deliveries 
into the enclave, where 1.5 million receive 
food assistance. In January alone, 1,227 
trucks were sent across the border from 
Turkey, the largest number in seven years 
of cross-border operations, said U.N. As¬ 


sistant Secretary of State Kevin Kennedy, 
who is also regional humanitarian coordi¬ 
nator for Syria. 

The cease-fire has allowed deliver¬ 
ies to increase, but Kennedy warned that 
resumption of hostilities in the densely 
populated urban area would mean more 
displacement. “The needs are so enor¬ 
mous, the gaps will always be there unfor¬ 
tunately,” he said. 

At Idlib’s Central Hospital, Abdullah Al- 
Hassan lay in a bed in excruciating pain. 
He lost both legs last week when he went 
back to his village, Afes, to inspect the 
home he had fled and stepped on a mine 
planted in the house. His hand was also 
bandaged and his face full of cuts. 

Afes, on the strategic highway that was 
the government’s first main objective in 
its offensive, was all but destroyed and to¬ 
tally deserted, he said. His house had been 
looted, even metal wires stripped out. The 
carnage will be similar if the offensive hits 
Idlib city, he said. 

“No one can stay once such an attack 
comes. Everyone must leave. If anyone 
stays, (government forces) won’t spare 
him.” 

In the center of Idlib city, nearly 90 dis¬ 
placed families found refuge in a deserted 
prison. They fled here from Maaret al- 
Numan, a key town in Idlib that fell to gov¬ 
ernment forces in January. 

“We couldn’t afford rent. We opened the 
door of the prison and we came in,” said 
Hossam Ajjqj, member of the Turkish- 
backed Syrian National Army who was 
among the first to move in with his family. 

Families, men and women, live on top 
of each other in the prison rooms, divided 
into sleeping, cooking and bathing areas 
by hung sheets and blankets, giving a de¬ 
ceptive sense of privacy. 

Fida, 44, and her 20-year old daughter 
Heba share the same room with 11 other 
relatives. On the day the AP visited, they 
were stuffing zucchini and eggplants in 
their living area, where they also cook and 
bathe — taking turns keeping watch to en¬ 
sure no one intrudes. 

They had long resisted fleeing their 
home, just outside Maaret al-Numan. 
Early in the war, when Heba was 12, they 
left for six months, but returned. Earlier in 
2019, they were displaced for 20 days but 
again went back. When the Syrian army 
advanced on Maaret al-Numan in Decem¬ 
ber, they moved into caves just next to their 
home, hoping it was again just temporary. 

When an airstrike hit just outside the 
cave, they knew they had to leave. They 
gave up their large farm growing olives 
and grapes to live crammed in a prison. 

Heba said she can’t forget a single day 
since 2011 — every day marked by violence 
and loss. She worried about her children, a 
3- and a 2-year-old, and can’t let them go 
outside because of airstrikes. 

“We sleep in fear,” she said. “I don’t 
imagine there will be a future. I don’t 
imagine this will be settled with us alive.” 


Iraq ex-governor named PM-designate as Baghdad awaits cnrfew 


Associated Press 

BAGHDAD — Iraq’s president on Tues¬ 
day named a former governor of the city of 
Nqjaf as prime minister-designate, follow¬ 
ing weeks of political infighting, as Bagh¬ 
dad residents rushed to stock up on supplies 
hours before a dayslong curfew was set to 
take hold amid a global pandemic. 

Adnan al-Zurfi was appointed premier- 
designate by President Barham Saleh after 


tense meetings between rival political 
blocs that for weeks had struggled to reach 
a consensus over a candidate to replace 
outgoing Premier Adil Abdul-Mahdi. 

The development came after an ear¬ 
lier premier-designate, Mohammed 
Allawi, withdrew his candidacy after po¬ 
litical groups rejected his proposed Cabi¬ 
net lineup. 

Al-Zurfi, 54, was appointed by Iraq’s U.S. 
administrator Paul Bremer as governor of 


Nqjaf in 2004, and later served in the same 
post for two terms between 2009 and 2015. 
His second term was cut short following 
his dismissal by the provincial council. In 
the May 2018 election he ran under former 
Prime Minister Haidar al-Abadi’s list. 

According to Iraq’s constitution, al-Zurfi 
has 30 days to propose a lineup of minis¬ 
ters and form a new government. President 
Barham Saleh wished al-Zarfi success, “in 
his new tasks to work for early and fair 


elections and to achieve the aspirations of 
the Iraqis,” according to a statement from 
his office. 

Early elections have been a key demand 
of anti-government protesters camped 
out in the capital’s Tahrir Square since 
last October, when thousands took to the 
streets to decry government corruption, 
poor services and unemployment. Abdul- 
Mahdi resigned under pressure from the 
demonstrations. 
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Eugene Sheffer Crossword 



ACROSS 

1 Gloomy 

5 Earl Grey, for one 
8 Some corp. 
recruits 

12 Differently 

13 PC port 

14 Aviation prefix 

15 Natural 
sweetener 

17 Round of 
applause 

18 So far 

19 Stock units 

21 Life story 

22 Third son 

23 Poke 

26 Bottom line 
28 Blue cartoon 
character 
31 Winged 
33 Roofing goo 

35 Oaxaca water 

36 Comes to 

38 Chest muscle 

40 Pvt.’s superior 

41 Monumental 
43 Altar 

constellation 
45 Soft felt hat 
47 “Game of 
Thrones” 
actress Turner 

51 German river 

52 Windbag 

54 “I smell —!” 

55 Actor Cariou 

56 Sport shirt brand 


57 Aliases 

58 Twisty letter 

59 Say it isn’t so 

DOWN 

1 Arrears 

2 Bread spread 

3 Secondhand 

4 Detox center 

5 Ignore 

6 Jargon suffix 

7 Void 

8 Title for Gandhi 

9 Hearty embraces 

10 “Rule, Britannia!” 
composer 

11 Lays down 
the lawn 

16 Elevator name 
20 a Rebel” 

23 Mandible 

24 In the manner of 


25 Easter entree 

27 Pirate’s chart 

29 Bad hairpiece 

30 Corpulent 

32 School papers 

34 Justifications 

37 Knightly address 

39 Cornfield intruder 

42 Suspension 
bridge support 

44 Plant pest 

45 Drescher or 
Tarkenton 

46 Continental 
currency 

48 Visibility 
hindrance 

49 Laundry 
appliance 

50 Vortex 

53 Guitar master 
Paul 


Answer to Previous Puzzle 



3-18 CRYPTOQUIP 

MANM FYD JVPQ QHNCC 

AJKQBQ NPS LQ 

YPVLCCLPF MJ QZBPS 

HYTA HJPBD JP M A B H . VANM 

N Z JPD-ZLPTABK. 

Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: I HARBOR THIS 
FANCIFUL NOTION THAT I’LL BECOME A PONTIFF 
ONE DAY, BUT IT’S ONLY A POPE DREAM. 
Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: Z equals P 
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Let’s hope Trump has learned from COVID-19 
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WASHINGTON 
n a crisis, Americans expect leaders 
to tell the truth about the problem, 
present a clear strategy to overcome 
it, and tell citizens how they can help. 

We’ve seen plenty of that kind of leader¬ 
ship over the last few weeks as coronavirus 
became a pandemic. 

We saw it from governors of both par¬ 
ties — Jay Inslee, of Washington; Andrew 
Cuomo, of New York; Mike DeWine, of 
Ohio — who closed schools and banned 
large gatherings, including sports events 
and Broadway plays. We saw it from busi¬ 
ness leaders who closed retail outlets and 
asked employees to work from home. We 
even saw it from the National Basketball 
Association. 

One place we didn’t see much leadership 
was the White House. For weeks. Presi¬ 
dent Donald Trump downplayed the epi¬ 
demic, promised it would end on its own, 
and claimed tests were available to anyone 
who wanted one. (They weren’t, and still 
aren’t.) 

It seemed discordant that so many other 
leaders were grappling with the virus as a 
growing crisis, only to hear the president 
insist as late as Thursday: “We’re in great 
shape.... It’ll go very quickly.’’ 

So it was a welcome change last week 
when the president finally offered a strat¬ 
egy for making widespread virus testing 
available, weeks after public health profes¬ 
sionals began demanding it. 

The details were still blurry. His only 
specific promise was that a Google-de¬ 
signed website would go up “very quickly.” 
Even that turned out to be only a beta ver- 


By Victoria Bissell Brown 
Special to The Washington Post 

W e are closing schools to limit 
the spread of COVID-19 and, 
at the same time, telling older 
people, who are most vulner¬ 
able to the virus, to avoid children, who 
are less likely to fall ill but very likely to be 
carriers. We have not yet reckoned with the 
collision of these two public health efforts. 

In a 2018 survey of American grandpar¬ 
ents by AARP, 38% said they considered 
themselves caregivers or babysitters to 
their grandchildren, including 11% who 
lived in the same household as their grand¬ 
children. A 2014 Pew survey found that 22% 
of grandparents provided regular child 
care for a grandchild. How are we going 
to square this circle of child care when we 
separate the elders from the kids? 

Consider just three questions that arise 
when grandparents are removed from the 
family picture. First, where schools are 
still open and parents can go to work but 
elders have been sidelined, who is going to 
do what millions of grandparents do every 
day: take care of kids after school, before 
parents are home from work? Second, 
where schools are closed but parents are 
still expected to go to work or cannot af¬ 
ford to stay at home, who is going to take 
on the all-day child care? Third, where 
schools are closed and parents are lucky 
enough to have jobs they can do remotely, 
who is going to keep those kids entertained 
at home while their parents are at their 
computers? 

Plenty of parents reading this are say¬ 
ing: “Wish I had that problem. Wish I had 
parents willing or able to help with child 
care.” I am familiar with those parents. 


sion aimed at the San Francisco Bay Area. 

Over time. Trump said, more tests will 
be available, thanks to the Swiss pharma¬ 
ceutical giant Roche. Thank heaven for 
Swiss ingenuity! (Also for the scientists 
in the Bay Area, Germany and China who 
worked on the project.) 

Let’s hope those plans work better than 
the initial testing program of the federal 
Centers for Disease Control and Preven¬ 
tion, which turned into an embarrassing 
— and potentially deadly — failure. 

And let’s hope Trump’s promise on Fri¬ 
day comes true: “We will turn a corner on 
this virus ... in a number of weeks.” 

But even as we root for the president to 
succeed, we should also hope he learns 
some larger lessons: 

■ Presidents don’t get a free pass if they 
fail to notice impending threats. 

Trump has said several times that no¬ 
body knew a coronavirus could reach our 
shores. “It’s an unforeseen problem (that) 
came out of nowhere,” he said. 

Except it wasn’t. Every year, the director 
of national intelligence delivers a briefing 
on threats to national security. A warning 
about pandemics, including coronaviruses, 
has been part of that every year Trump has 
been in office. 

■ If you want the federal government to 
be effective in a crisis, you need to give it 
the tools to act. 

You’d think a Republican president 
from the business world would know 
that bureaucracies can be inefficient and 
slow-moving. 

That’s why the Obama administration 
set up a White House office on health se¬ 
curity in 2016 — to eliminate red tape and 
force feuding agencies to cooperate. 

But in 2018, Trump’s then-national se- 


Run into them all the time at the park, at 
community events, at the pickup circle at 
school. Over and over, I hear how lucky my 
daughter and son-in-law are to have loving, 
reliable, active, healthy and, yes, unpaid 
adults on deck for after-school care. So 
true. But my husband and I are not unique. 
My next-door neighbor tends to some sub¬ 
set of her 13 grandchildren at their homes 
or hers every single day of the workweek, 
and her frail 93-year-old mother now lives 
with her. Last spring, when talking about 
grandchild care with a nurse in my physi¬ 
cian’s office, she said, “I don’t know what 
I’d do without my father to take care of the 
kids.” Millions of Americans are like my 
neighbor’s adult kids and that nurse. Their 
work schedules and family economies are 
based on grandparent care, and they have 
no Plan B in this public health crisis. 

In my neighborhood, the local high 
school babysitter gets $15 an hour for man¬ 
aging three kids. Even if she’s willing to 
step in now that Pennsylvania’s schools are 
closed, my daughter will spend $2,400 in 
child care in one month. That’s the child 
care cost that is impoverishing working 
parents who have preschool children but 
lack child care help from grandparents. 
What will such costs do to families with 
school-age children who have not budgeted 
for this? What will it do to their ability to 
buy anything else in this economy already 
spiraling downward? 

Washington state’s governor. Jay Inslee, 
was right when he told a reporter last week 
that the “penalty” for holding big fam¬ 
ily events is simple: “You might be killing 
your granddad.” It was a stark message 
that put the focus right where it should be, 
on protecting one another, especially the 


curity adviser, John Bolton, abolished the 
office. When the coronavirus appeared in 
China last year, there was no White House 
health czar to coordinate a response. 

“It would be nice if the office was still 
there,” Dr. Anthony Fauci of the National 
Institutes of Health said last week. 

On Friday, Trump said he didn’t know 
anything about the office’s elimination. 
Asked whether he bore any responsibility, 
his answer was: “It’s a nasty question.” 

■Whether the president likes it or not, 
the buck still stops with him. 

For weeks, Trump’s main message about 
coronavirus was that the problem was al¬ 
ready under control — thanks, he said, 
to his decision to stop travel from China. 
When it became clear that his messages 
weren’t true, he blamed others. He com¬ 
plained that the CDC had done “nothing 
meaningful... to fix the testing problem.” 

For that problem, “I don’t take respon¬ 
sibility at all,” he said Friday. “We were 
given rules, regulations and specifications 
from a different time.” 

But he didn’t explain why he and his 
aides did nothing to fix the problem. 

Blame doesn’t belong exclusively to 
Trump. Other parts of his administration 
failed too. But after more than three years 
in office, it’s his government now. The 
real estate mogul who pledged to make 
the federal government work more like a 
business hasn’t kept that promise or even 
really tried. 

“We’ve learned a lot,” Trump said Friday. 
If he wants to convince anyone, he needs 
to move beyond empty bluster and tell us 
what, if anything, he’s really learned. 

Doyle McManus is a Washington columnist for the 
Los Angeles Times and director of the journalism 
program at Georgetown University. 


most vulnerable. But that viral reality does 
not mean grandparents have suddenly be¬ 
come passive, helpless objects. Vulner¬ 
able though we be, grandparents are also 
important agents in millions of families. 
The granddad you kill may be the one who 
picks up the kids at school every day. 

A full grasp on our current situation 
demands that we make the link between 
paid work, school and the unpaid work of 
grandparents who provide child care in 
every ZIP code. Without a decent, afford¬ 
able child care system, flexible work hours 
and paid sick leave, the over-65 population 
is propping up families all over the United 
States by performing essential child care 
for free. Remove those grandparents from 
the family system, and we get yet another 
breakdown in our social system. Don’t re¬ 
move them, and you may kill Granddad 
— or Grandma. Paradoxically, we consti¬ 
tute the labor force that parents most need 
right now. How do families decide what to 
do? 

Last week, recalling the many days I 
spent in the hospital with pneumonia-laced 
flu two years ago, our grandkids’ parents 
decided to lay us off from our child care 
jobs. When I pushed back, my son-in-law 
gave me a wonderfully loving and wholly 
pragmatic answer: “We cannot afford to 
have anything happen to you, Nana.” So 
true. 

But what happens to me if I cannot see 
my grandchildren for — how long? Anyone 
have a cure for the hole that bores into my 
heart? 

Victoria Bisseli Brown is retired from the 
facuity of Grinneli Coiiege, where she taught 
United States history. She is writing a history of 
American grandmothers since 1945. 


Coronavirus threatens grandparents’ child care role 
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OPINION/OMBUDSMAN _ 

Panic-buyers, beware. Hucksters abound 


By Thomas Bishop 

Special to The Washington Post 

W ith the coronavirus outbreak 
spreading, panic-buying 
abounds, as countless pictures 
on social media of empty su¬ 
permarket shelves attest. 

This behavior is nothing new. Panic-buy¬ 
ing has a rich human history. The first ac¬ 
tion people often take during a time of crisis 
is to grab their wallets and head to stores. 
Historically, the act of purchasing provides 
an opportunity for people to impose order 
on a situation seemingly spiraling out of 
control. In the aftermath of the 9/11 ter¬ 
rorist attacks, newspaper outlets observed 
a “rush of drivers heading to the pumps” 
to fill up on gas, while others loaded up on 
“plywood, lumber and nails and water.” 
When disaster hits, consumers react. 

And when national uncertainty and mis¬ 
information escalate, fly-by-night com¬ 
panies often set out to take advantage of 
public panic by promising that their prod¬ 
ucts hold the key to a family’s survival. 
During such times, it falls to government 
regulators to curb the actions of these new 
“survival merchants” looking to make a 
quick buck. 

Although the specifics of the business 
practices change according to the crisis, 
survival merchants typically offer potential 
purchasers two services. First, the physi¬ 
cal reinforcement of the home — often by 
building family panic rooms and bunkers. 
Second, the opportunity to buy “survival 
essentials,” including vast quantities of de¬ 
hydrated food, purified water, gas masks 
and even weapons and ammunition, to pro¬ 
tect the family during a social breakdown. 

Perhaps the most famous example of 
such businesses arising came in the weeks 
surrounding the Cuban missile crisis. In 
October 1962, as the U.S. and the Soviet 


Union tiptoed toward nuclear war, families 
across the U.S. were suddenly confronted 
with a host of salesmen knocking on their 
front doors offering the opportunity to buy 
apocalypse survival kits in the form of fall¬ 
out shelters. 

In Atlanta, Newsweek reported that in 
the space of just a few days, “thirty shelter 
firms had been created” with “three small 
advertisements in local papers resulting 
in five thousand inquires.” In California, 
the newly branded construction company 
Nuclear Survival Corp. opened its doors to 
patrons, shortly followed in the same week 
by Peace-0-Mind Shelter Corp. in Texas 
and Survival-All Inc. in Ohio. One local 
manufacturer went as far as to offer a fam¬ 
ily shelter with a unique design feature: It 
divided the space into two sections — one 
half a swimming pool and the other half a 
fallout shelter with a “glass window to take 
pictures of the swimmers.” 

But even somewhat more reputable busi¬ 
nesses tried to get in on the game. Take, for 
example, one shopping mall in Washington, 
D.C., that made the questionable decision 
to greet customers with a “recording of 
air raid sirens and exploding bombs” and 
a looped recording of an “anguished male 
voice” that shouted: “My wife, my children 
... if I’d only listened... I’d be in that shelter 
now.” This kind of marketing, however, can 
backfire. Although the display intended to 
increase foot traffic, one shelter salesman, 
James Cline, was struck by just how nega¬ 
tively the public responded to his attempts 
to sell survival. “People were confused, 
frightened, angry,” Cline recalled. “I was 
accused of profiteering, warmongering 
— you name it.” 

But there is a risk for merchants beyond 
being so tastelessly crass that they alien¬ 
ate potential buyers. Panic-buying has a 
surprisingly short life cycle. When it came 
to the fallout shelter salesmen, businesses 


were remarkably ineffective at persuad¬ 
ing the public to buy their products. Time 
magazine reported that over the course of 
two years, 600 shelter companies filed for 
bankruptcy. “The market is now dead,” 
Time noted at the start of 1963, adding that 
“the manufacturers have had it.” In part, 
the decline of the shelter salesmen can be 
easily attributed to the ending of the Cuban 
missile crisis. But this is only part of the 
story. 

The Federal Trade Commission also 
stepped in to try to regulate fraudulent 
business practices. In 1962, Paul Rand 
Dixon, the commission’s chairman, an¬ 
nounced that businesses selling unveri¬ 
fied fallout shelters to the public were 
committing “treason.” Setting out to cur¬ 
tail “fraudulent and dangerous advertise¬ 
ment,” Dixon introduced new advertising 
guidelines designed to “root the exploiters 
of human fear.” Any shelter firms caught 
claiming to sell “Federal Approved Fallout 
Shelters” without the approval of the Office 
of Civil Defense faced fines and potential 
criminal prosecution. 

As these features of consumer life in mo¬ 
ments of disaster become more prevalent 
today in the age of social media — with 
images of empty shelves, long lines and 
even “COVID-19 survival kits” on Face- 
book — the government is once again tak¬ 
ing action. Last week, the Food and Drug 
Administration and the FTC sent a letter to 
a holistic clinic in Ontario that encouraged 
visitors to its Facebook page to follow a link 
to a “website selling products intended to 
prevent and cure the illness.” The product 
in question, a “healing tea,” was purported 
to help those with “active infection.” Praise 
for the product was posted alongside de¬ 
scriptions, with one comment stating: “I 
have used this with other coronavirus in¬ 
fections, including SARS, it works well.” 
The cease-and-desist letter from the FDA 


made it abundantly clear that the claims 
made by this holistic clinic have “no clear 
scientific evidence.” 

But the FTC and the FDA face a chal¬ 
lenge they did not in 1962: policing online 
platforms and marketplaces that often fall 
outside of government view. There is also 
a class of influential media and religious 
personalities who already regularly work 
to capitalize on Americans’ fears. The dis¬ 
graced televangelist Jim Bakker was the 
subject of legal action by the Missouri At¬ 
torney General’s Office after claiming that 
his “Silver Solution” might “kill” COVID- 
19 within 12 hours — for a mere $80. Con¬ 
servative conspiracy theory monger Alex 
Jones, who has long focused on this niche 
of the market, has also falsely claimed that 
the toothpaste sold on his Infowars website 
can “kill” the virus; the New York attorney 
general has ordered him to stop or face 
legal consequences. 

Following in his predecessors’ footsteps, 
FTC Chairman Joe Simons issued a state¬ 
ment warning businesses: “What we don’t 
need in this situation are companies prey¬ 
ing on consumers by promoting products 
with fraudulent prevention and treat¬ 
ment claims.” But so long as our impulse 
to panic-buy as a means of exerting some 
control over the uncontrollable exists, it 
will open the door to such unscrupulous 
conduct. In an America marked by deep 
distrust of expertise and the news media, 
that risk becomes magnified. This environ¬ 
ment requires aggressive action by regula¬ 
tors such as Simons, at the state and federal 
levels. To protect the most vulnerable, 
they must react swiftly to shut down such 
schemes, and consumers must beware of 
offerings that are too good to be true. 

Thomas Bishop is a senior lecturer in American 
history and Program Leader in American studies 
at the University of Lincoln, and author of “Every 
Home a Fortress: Cold War Fatherhood and the 
Family Fallout Shelter.” 


Don’t let the Pentagon silence Stars and Stripes 


By Ernie Gates 

Stars and Stripes ombudsman 

A S Stars and Stripes ombudsman, 
I have two distinct roles, one 
conventional and one unique to 
Stripes. The conventional role 
of a news organization’s ombudsman is to 
hold the newsroom accountable to journal¬ 
ism values, such as accuracy, fairness and 
impartiality — the things that add up to 
credibility. The unusual role stems from 
the fact that generations after U.S. soldiers 
created Stars and Stripes, it continues to 
be the soldiers’ independent news source 
within the maze of the American military. 

To emphasize that unique role, here’s 
the first thing listed under “Duties and 
Responsibilities” in my formal job de¬ 
scription: “Protects the Stars and Stripes’ 
First Amendment rights and its abil¬ 
ity and obligation to provide a free flow of 
news and information to the DoD military 
community.” 

So, while I take that journalism values 
role seriously — and I look into concerns 
from dodgy headlines to political bias to 
insensitive coverage of fatalities — this 
column is about protecting Stripes’ ability 
and obligation to perform its mission. 

As you may have heard, the Defense 
Department wants to shut down Stars and 
Stripes. In the FY21 budget submitted to 
Congress, which would take effect Oct. 1, 
the expected $15.5 million appropriation 
for Stripes is zero. Wiped out. 

What graver threat to Stripes’ mission 
could there be? 

The straightforward solution is for Con¬ 


gress to restore the appropriation and let 
the Pentagon leadership know that Stars 
and Stripes is not to be silenced. I take it as 
my duty to work for that, and you may want 
to give your representatives your views, 
too. Historically, Stripes has had strong, 
bipartisan support in Congress, and it may 
come through again. 

The stakes are clear. In a proposed Pen¬ 
tagon budget of $705.4 billion, $15.5 mil¬ 
lion may sound like a rounding error, as 
the bean counters say. But in Stripes’ an¬ 
nual expense budget of about $28.5 mil¬ 
lion, it’s a fatal cut. 

Here’s how that $15.5 million appropria¬ 
tion divides up, using the DOD comptrol¬ 
ler’s accounting for the current year: 

■ $6.1 million is Overseas Contingency 
Operations funding, which fluctuates with 
the operational posture downrange. These 
days, it’s spread across reporting, printing 
and distribution in Afghanistan, Iraq, Jor¬ 
dan, the Persian Gulf and expanded forces 
in Eastern Europe. Without that appropria¬ 
tion, Stripes can’t report and distribute the 
paper downrange. 

■ The remaining $9.4 million covers part 
of Stripes’ Operations and Maintenance 
costs, including basic journalism, web ser¬ 
vices and business operations where troops 
are deployed elsewhere around the world. 

To cover the rest of its expenses, Stripes 
earns revenue from advertising and sub¬ 
scriptions, as commercial news organiza¬ 
tions do. But to argue, as some do, that it 
should be 100% self-funding is to misun¬ 
derstand the costly challenge of providing 
reliable, independent news and informa¬ 
tion to troops spread wide across the globe 


— not only downrange, but also in isolated 
posts such as Guam or Diego Garcia. No 
commercial business model could wind up 
in the black against that challenge. It’s not 
a market, it’s a mission. 

And what’s the purpose of that mission? 
To provide the credible news the troops, 
dependents and DOD civilians overseas 
deserve, so they can better exercise their 
own rights as they serve democracy far 
from home. Some say the mission is obso¬ 
lete, that there’s plenty of news available 
from other sources today, especially on¬ 
line. But internet access is poor or restrict¬ 
ed on many posts, especially away from 
work areas, and troops are sometimes not 
allowed to bring their own mobile devices. 

Just as important, most of Stripes report¬ 
ing is unique content, not covered by other 
news organizations. Where others focus on 
big-picture geopolitics. Stripes reporters 
are on bases and in the field. Sometimes 
that’s local news, both good works and bad 
behavior. Or DODEA sports and academ¬ 
ics, which would go uncovered otherwise. 
It’s often about troops in harm’s way. Late¬ 
ly, the coronavirus threat has highlighted 
Stripes reporters’ unmatched reach, with 
timely and exclusive on-the-scene cover¬ 
age from Daegu, Iwakuni, Aviano, Kaiser¬ 
slautern and many other locations. 

Stripes also publishes useful guides that 
help PCS-ing troops and families get set in 
a new location; community-oriented week¬ 
lies with local events, notices and adver¬ 
tising; and service-oriented content about 
such topics as financial planning, educa¬ 
tional opportunities and transitioning to 
civilian life. 


Stripes audiences can get all of that in 
print, on the web, or on the screens of their 
mobile devices. Started by soldiers during 
the Civil War and published continuously 
since World War II, Stripes today is a con¬ 
temporary multimedia news organization. 

Congress has long supported Stars and 
Stripes. I’ve talked with House and Senate 
staff members already, and hope to talk 
with their bosses. If you want to tell your 
own members of Congress to keep the Pen¬ 
tagon from silencing Stars and Stripes, go 
to https://www.usa.gov/elected-officials 
for help with contact information. 

Restoring the $15.5 million before Oct. 
1 is essential, but that’s only one bud¬ 
get cycle. Long term, this is a question of 
value. What’s Stars and Stripes’ value to 
you? Please give me your answers by email 
(ombudsman@stripes.com), on Facebook 
or on Twitter. 

So I’ll keep responding to readers’ con¬ 
cerns and holding the newsroom account¬ 
able. And I’ll keep making the case to 
PAOs to live up to the DOD Principles of 
Information and respect Stripes reporters’ 
access and opportunity. Those are the re¬ 
sponsibilities of my job, too. 

But none of that adds up to much, does 
it, if this budget cut stops the presses and 
makes the screens go blank? 

Ernie Gates is the independent ombudsman for 
Stars and Stripes, a congressionally mandated 
position in which his charge is to hold the 
newsroom accountable to journalism values and to 
defend it from command interference or censor¬ 
ship. He worked as a reporter and editor for more 
than 30 years in Virginia, where he lives today. 
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DRAKE 

raking in the hits 

Rapper sets record for most 
Billboard Hot 100 songs with 208 


By Mesfin Fekadu 
A ssociated Press 

Drake landed his 208th song on the Billboard Hot 
100, setting a new record for most songs on the 
music chart. 

The rapper’s latest track, “Oprah’s Bank Account” 
with DaBaby and Lil Yachty, debuted at No. 89 on 
the Hot 100 this week and helps Drake surpass the 
207-song run the cast of “Glee” held on the chart. 

“Glee” aired its popular run from 2009 through 
2015, and its cover versions of well-known songs de¬ 
buted on the charts after episodes aired. The cast re¬ 
leased several platinum- and gold-selling albums and 
earned a Grammy nomination in a category reserved 


for pop groups, pitting the cast against the likes of 
Maroon 5, Sade, Paramore and Train. 

Drake, who launched his entertainment career as a 
cast member of the high school series “Degrassi: The 
Next Generation,” first charted on the Hot 100 with 
“Best I Ever Had” in 2009, eventually reaching No. 
2. He has since topped the chart with the songs “One 
Dance,” “God’s Plan,” “Nice for What” and “In My 
Feelings.” His collaborations with Rihanna — “What’s 
My Name?” and “Work” — also reached No. 1. 

Lil Wayne is behind Drake and “Glee” with 168 
songs to reach the Hot 100 chart. The top 10 also 
includes Elvis Presley, Nicki Minaj, Kanye West, Jay- 
Z, Chris Brown, Taylor Swift and Future. 


Actor Idris Elba tests 
positive for coronavirus 

Idris Elba, 47, is the latest ce¬ 
lebrity to test positive for the 
coronavirus. 

“I feel OK. I have no symp¬ 
toms so far but have been isolated 
since I found out 
about my possible 
exposure to the 
virus,” the actor 
said Monday in a 
post on Twitter. 

“Stay home people 
and be pragmatic. 

I will keep you 
updated on how I’m doing. No 
panic.” 

Elba recently spoke at the mas¬ 
sive WE Day 2020 event in Lon¬ 
don on March 4. Sophie Gregoire 
Trudeau, the wife of Canadian 
Prime Minister Justin Trudeau, 
also spoke at the event and re¬ 
portedly posed with the actor. She 
tested positive last week. 


1 ] 


Elba 


‘Saturday Night Live’ 
on hold indefinitely 

“Saturday Night Live” is of¬ 
ficially the latest TV show to be 
delayed by the coronavirus pan¬ 
demic, NBC confirmed Monday. 
The hit sketch comedy program, 
previously slated to return with 
new episodes on March 28, has 
halted production indefinitely 
out of concern for the safety of its 
cast and crew. 

No new start date has been set. 

Actor-director John Krasinski 
and singer Dua Lipa were set to 
be featured next on “SNL” as host 
and musical guest, respectively. 
“A Quiet Place Part II,” the film 
Krasinski was supposed to pro¬ 
mote, has also pushed its release 
because of the outbreak. 

Salaam plans novel on 
wrongful imprisonment 


Broadway stars stream, rock stars stay home 


Associated Press 

From helping others cope to sheltering in 
place to canceling events, here’s a look at 
some of the ways the entertainment industry 
is reacting to the spread of the coronavirus: 

Singing at home 

Broadway shows may be shuttered, but 
that’s not stopping some Broadway voices. 

Stage stars like Audra McDonald, Idina 
Menzel, Kristin Chenoweth, Norbert Leo 
Butz, Kelli O’Hara, Wayne Brady, Betty 
Buckley and Laura Benanti will appear sing¬ 
ing and performing live from their homes in 
two daily mini-online charity shows starting 
Monday night. 

The shows are the brainchild of Seth Ru- 
detsky and James Wesley, the host and pro¬ 
ducer of Sirius XM’s “On Broadway,” and 
will follow the traditional theater times of 2 
p.m. Eastern and 8 p.m. Eastern. 

The shows will encourage viewers to do¬ 
nate to The Actors Fund’s services for those 
dealing with the coronavirus outbreak and 
its financial costs. 

“Broadway at Home” will kick off Monday 
with Kelli O’Hara. The shows can be seen at 
The Actors Fund YouTube channel, as well 
as Playbill.com and BroadwayWorld.com. 

Online concerts have taken on a new ap¬ 
peal as the virus keeps people inside. Latin 
singers Juanes and Alejandro Sanz recently 


performed on YouTube Live, a pair of Met¬ 
ropolitan Opera stars have belted out tunes 
on Facebook and Instagram, the Russian- 
German pianist Igor Levit took to Twitter on 
Thursday to stream his music and the Van¬ 
couver Symphony Orchestra live streamed a 
Beethoven symphony. 

Met Gala must wait 

The Met Gala, annually one of the biggest 
nights in fashion, has been postponed due to 
the coronavirus. 

Host Anna Wintour announced Monday 
on Vogue.com that the gala will not be held 
on its usual first Monday in May, due to the 
“unavoidable and responsible decision by the 
Metropolitan Museum to close its doors.“ 

This year’s previously announced celebri¬ 
ty hosts include Lin Manuel-Miranda, Meryl 
Streep and Emma Stone. 

The Met Gala was one of the last remaining 
m^or cultural events in the coming weeks 
that had yet to be postponed or canceled. 

Other delayed events announced Monday 
include the GLAAD Media Awards, original¬ 
ly scheduled for April 16, and the iHeartMu- 
sic Awards, which were to be March 29. 

Off the road 

Elton John is postponing part of his North 
American tour due to the coronavirus pan¬ 


demic. The superstar said Monday that the 
March 26 through May 2 shows of his Fare¬ 
well Yellow Brick Road Tour will be resched¬ 
uled. Tour performances for May 22 through 
July 8 remain as scheduled. 

Foo Fighters’ Dave Grohl says he didn’t 
cancel shows when he broke his leg — and 
performed from a wheelchair onstage — but 
he must postpone his band’s tour because of 
the coronavirus. The rocker wrote Monday 
on Twitter that “playing a gig with a sock 
full of broken bones is one thing, but play¬ 
ing a show when YOUR health and safety is 
in jeopardy is another.” The band has post¬ 
poned April dates of its Van Tour 2020. 

It’s not just musicians. 

“Diary of a Wimpy Kid” author Jeff Kin¬ 
ney on Monday postponed his new book and 
his spring tour. Kinney had planned an un¬ 
usual promotion for the spinoff book “Rowley 
Jefferson’s Awesome Friendly Adventure,” 
which now is planned for August. 

With everything else in sight shutting 
down, “The Crown” is forging ahead, for 
now. The Netflix show is set to wrap principal 
photography for its forthcoming fourth sea¬ 
son at Elstree Studios London on Wednesday, 
and has stayed in production in the scramble 
to finish. This cycle of the show about Queen 
Elizabeth II and her family stars Olivia Col- 
man as the monarch, Tobias Menzies as her 
husband and Helena Bonham Carter as her 
sister, Margaret. 


One of the former “Central 
Park Five” is teaming with an 
acclaimed children’s author on a 
young adult novel with a personal 
theme — being wrongfully sen¬ 
tenced to prison. 

Dr. Yusef Salaam and author 
Ibi Zoboi are working together on 
“Punching the Air,” according to 
Bray + Bray, an imprint of Harp- 
erCollins Children’s Books. The 
book comes out Sept. 1. 

Salaam was among five black 
and Latino teenagers from Har¬ 
lem who were coerced into con¬ 
fessing to a rape they didn’t 
commit in 1989. They were exon¬ 
erated in 2002, but not before all 
had served prison time. 

“Punching the Air” tells of 
a gifted but troublesome teen, 
Amal Shahid, who is convicted of 
a crime he didn’t commit. 

“ ‘Punching the Air’ reflects not 
only my story, but the stories of 
millions of young boys and girls 
of color who face the injustice of 
mass incarceration and the crim¬ 
inal justice system,” Salaam said 
in a statement Tuesday. 

Other news 

■ Tom Hanks and his wife, 
Rita Wilson, were released from 
an Australian hospital on Tues¬ 
day, five days after they were 
diagnosed with the coronavirus. 
The 63-year-old celebrities are 
self-isolating in a rented house. 
From wire services 
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Robber doused store 
clerk with burning liquid 

I w I lice in Maryland ar¬ 
rested a man accused of dousing 
a convenience store worker with 
a burning liquid and stealing 
cigarettes. 

Raymond Williams, 25, of 
Washington, walked to the con¬ 
venience store counter early Sat¬ 
urday morning with a cup in his 
hand. Prince George’s County 
police said in a news release. 

The cup contained a liquid that 
smelled of gasoline, police said. 
Williams is accused of asking the 
clerk for cigarettes, starting a 
fire in the cup while the clerk had 
his back turned and then dousing 
the clerk with the burning liquid 
when he turned back around. 
Williams then jumped over the 
counter, stole about 20 packs of 
cigarettes and ran, police said. A 
witness called 911. 

The clerk was taken to a hospi¬ 
tal to be treated for critical burns, 
the release stated. 

At least 4 arrested over 
illegal turkey hunts 

||i| Q JACKSON — At least 
Iwl^# four people were ar¬ 
rested following an 11-month 
investigation that determined 
nearly 100 turkeys had been 
poached, according to wildlife of¬ 
ficials in Mississippi. 

The group was believed to have 
trespassed on 15 properties in 
Claiborne, Copiah, Franklin, Jef¬ 
ferson and Lincoln counties, ac¬ 
cording to a news release from 
the state Department of Wildlife, 
Fisheries, and Parks. 

Of the four people arrested 
and named in the news release, 
Kenneth Ray Britt, 39, had been 
charged with the most violations 
— 142. 

The investigation determined 
that the illegal hunt during the 
2019 season wasn’t constrained 
to Mississippi. 

Tugboat crashes into 
bridge, 2 barges sink 

I A LULING — A tugboat 
L leading a train of barges 

of grain crashed into a Louisiana 
bridge, causing two of the barges 
to sink in the Mississippi River. 

The tugboat, identified as Co¬ 
operative Spirit, collided with 
the Luling Bridge early Sunday 
morning, news outlets reported. 

Two of the 29 barges being 
pulled by the tugboat sank. The 
Coast Guard was working to re¬ 
cover the rest of the barges. No 
injuries were reported. Coast 
Guard spokesman John Michelli 
said. 

A portion of the river near 
the bridge was closed after the 
crash. 

Man waves gun at 
drive-thru for hot sauce 

A ^ YUMA — An Arizona 
man is facing charges 
after police said that he waved a 
gun at a fast-food drive-thru win¬ 
dow and demanded hot sauce. 

Abel Lerma is facing multiple 
charges after the incident in June. 
The Yuma Sun reported Lerma 



Marcio Jose Sanchez/AP 


Easy riders 

Cyclists ride along an oceanfront trail along the Venice Beach Boardwalk on Sunday in Los Angeles. 


THE CENSUS 


$200K 


The dollar amount that Michigan state 
iawmakers approved to heip buiid a sea- 
wali in Bay City to protect a retired Navy 
ship and museum from high water. The 

USS Edson and Saginaw Valley Naval Ship 
Museum are near the mouth of the Saginaw River, MLive.com reported. High 
water is making it difficult to board the ship and use an adjacent parking lot. The 
USS Edson was deployed to Vietnam and was in service during the Cold War. 


was arrested earlier this month 
on aggravated drunken driving 
charges. 

Police said video surveillance 
cameras captured Lerma pulling 
a gun on an employee at a Filib- 
erto’s Mexican Food restaurant 
and demanded hot sauce, which 
is given for free with every food 
purchase. 

Lerma and the driver of the car 
were later arrested. 

Lerma, who was out of custody 
after posting a $50,000 bond and 
under the supervision of pretrial 
services, was arrested March 3 
and has been charged with ag¬ 
gravated DUI for having a child 
under the age of 15 in the car and 
endangerment. 

‘Princess’ needs help 
managing large estate 

m HONOLULU — A judge 
ruled Friday that a 93- 
year-old Native Hawaiian heiress 
needs someone to handle her es¬ 
tate. The so-called princess testi¬ 
fied last Monday that she didn’t 
need a conservator because she’s 
still alive. 

“Ms. [Abigail] Kawananakoa is 
a charming and gracious lady, in 
the best sense of the word,” said 
state Judge James Ashford. “Nev¬ 
ertheless, the Court finds ... that 
for reasons other than age, Ms. 


Kawananakoa is unable to man¬ 
age her property and business af¬ 
fairs effectively...” 

Kawananakoa’s $215 million 
trust has been tied up in a court 
case since she had a stroke in 
2017. Kawananakoa said that 
she’s fine. 

After the stroke, she married 
her partner of 20 years, Veronica 
Gail Worth. Board members of 
her foundation and ex-employees 
said that the wife is manipulating 
Kawananakoa. Lawyers for the 
couple dispute that. 

Kawananakoa inherited her 
wealth as the great-granddaugh¬ 
ter of James Campbell, an Irish 
businessman who made his for¬ 
tune as a sugar plantation owner 
and one of Hawaii’s largest land- 
owners. Native Hawaiians con¬ 
sider her a princess because she’s 
a descendant of the family that 
ruled the islands before the over¬ 
throw of the Hawaiian kingdom 


in 1893. 

State: 1 flushes drugs, 

1 jumps out window 

WT BRATTLEBORO — 
w I Two men who sold co¬ 
caine to a confidential informant 
tried to evade arrest by jumping 
out a window and flushing their 
stash down the toilet, prosecutors 
in Vermont said. 

Matthew Sinclair, 24, and Jorge 
Delapaz, 51, were charged with 
federal drug violations in Janu¬ 
ary and February in a Brattleboro 
apartment, according to a state¬ 
ment from the US. Attorney’s Of¬ 
fice in Vermont. 

Authorities searched the apart¬ 
ment Thursday. Delapaz jumped 
out of a second-story window in 
an attempt to flee, officials said. 
He had a suspected cocaine base 
and heroin at the time of his ar¬ 


rest, the statement said. 

Sinclair is accused of attempt¬ 
ing to flush about 37 grams of co¬ 
caine base down the toilet. 

Pier scraps plans for 
cruise ship business 

1^ I GREILICKVILLE 
I w 11 — A waterfront project 
along Lake Michigan is scrapping 
plans to pursue the cruise ship 
business. 

Discovery Center & Pier previ¬ 
ously announced plans to trans¬ 
form a coal dock at Greilickville 
near Traverse City into a site that 
ships could use to land passen¬ 
gers. But CEO Matt McDonough 
said Tuesday that cruise ships 
weren’t aligned enough with the 
pier’s mission, the Traverse City 
Record-Eagle reported. The or¬ 
ganization said that its focus is 
on local partnerships to make 
changes that will make the pier 
better suited for multiple uses. 

None of the cruise lines that 
had expressed interest in docking 
there had ships small enough to 
tie up to the pier. 

They would instead need to an¬ 
chor in Grand Traverse Bay and 
use smaller boats to carry pas¬ 
sengers to shore. 

From wire reports 
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SCOREBOARD/HORSE RACING/SOCCER 


Sports 
on AFN 


Go to the American Forces 
Network website for the most 
up-to-date TV schedules. 

myafn.net 




Deals 


Monday’s transactions 

FOOTBALL 

National Football League 

ARIZONA CARDINALS - Placed fran¬ 
chise tag on RB Kenyan Drake. 

ATLANTA FALCONS - Released TE Ty 
Sambrailo and TE Luke Stocker. 

CINCINNATI BENGALS - Placed fran¬ 
chise tag on WR A.J. Green. 

CLEVELAND BROWNS - Announced 
tendered contract to RB Kareem Hunt. 

INDIANAPOLIS COLTS - Released DT 
Margus Hunt. 

NEW ENGLAND PATRIOTS - Placed 
franchise tag on OL Joe Thuney. 

NEW YORK GIANTS - Placed franchise 
tag on DT Leonard Williams. 

SAN FRANCISCO 49ERS - Signed DL 
Arik Armstead to a five-year contract 
extension. 

TAMPA BAY BUCCANEERS - Placed 
franchise tag on LB Shaquil Barrett. Re¬ 
signed OL Jason Pierre-Paul to a multi¬ 
year contract. 

TENNESSEE TITANS - Agreed to terms 
with T Dennis Kelly on a multi-year cor 
tract. 

HOCKEY 

National Hockey League 

NEW YORK RANGERS - Agreed t 
terms with D K’Andre Miller on an entry- 
level contract. 


Pro hockey 


Boston 

Tampa Bay 

Toronto 

Florida 

Montreal 

Buffalo 

Ottawa 

Detroit 


EASTERN CONFERENCE 
Atlantic Division 
" - ■ OT Pts GF GA 


70 

70 43 21 

70 36 25 
69 35 26 

71 31 31 

69 30 31 
71 25 ■■ 
71 17 


Metropoiitan Division 


Washington 69 41 20 
Philadelphia 69 41 21 

Pittsburgh 69 40 23 
Carolina 68 38 25 
Columbus 70 33 22 
N.Y. Islanders 68 35 23 
N.Y. Rangers 70 37 28 
New Jersey 69 28 29 

WESTERN CONFERENCE 
Central Division 
— ■■■ ■ OT Pts GF GA 


12 100 227 174 
92 245 195 

81 238 227 

78 231 228 

71 212 221 

68 195 217 

.. 62 191 243 

5 39 145 267 


90 240 215 
89 232 196 
86 224 196 
81 222 193 
81 180 187 
80 192 193 
79 234 222 
68 189 230 


St. Louis 
Colorado 

Winnipeg 

Nashville 

Minnesota 

Chicago 


71 42 19 

70 42 20 


10 94 225 193 

~ 92 237 191 

82 180 177 

80 216 203 

78 215 217 

77 220 220 

72 212 218 


.. 37 24 

71 37 28 6 

69 35 26 8 

69 35 27 7 

70 32 30 8 

Pacific Division 

71 39 24 8 

71 37 25 9 

70 36 27 7 

69 36 27 6 

70 33 29 8 

71 29 33 9 

70 29 - 

70 29 - . _ 

„Ji games postponed at least 
mid-May. 


Vegas 
Edmonton 
Calgary 
Vancouver 
Arizona 
Anaheim 
Los Angeles 
San Jose 


86 227 211 

83 225 217 

79 210 215 

78 228 217 

74 195 187 

67 187 226 

. 64 178 212 

5 63 182 226 


Pro soccer 


MLS 


Atlanta 

Montreal 10 1 4 4 3 

New York 10 1 4 4 3 

Toronto FC 10 14 3 2 

Columbus 10 1 4 2 1 

D.C. United 1 1 0 3 3 3 

Chicago 011 123 

New England 011 123 

Orlando City 011 112 

Philadelphia 011 135 

Cincinnati 0 2 0 0 3 5 

Inter Miami CF 0 2 0 0 1 3 

New York City FC 0 2 0 0 0 2 

WESTERN CONFERENCE 

W L T Pts GF GA 
Sporting KC 2 0 0 6 7 1 

Minnesota United 2 0 0 6 8 3 

Colorado 2 0 0 6 4 2 


FC Dallas ... 

Los Angeles FC 10 1 4 4 

Seattle 10 14 3 

Portland 110 3 2 

Vancouver 11032 

Real Salt Lake 0 0 2 2 1 

LA Galaxy 0 11 11 

San Jose 0 11 14 

Houston oil 11 

Nashville SC 0 2 0 0 1 

All games postponed at least i 
mid-May. 


Kentucky Derby moved to September 



Matt Slocum/AP 


Luis Saez rides Maximum Security, right, across the finish line first against Flavien Prat on Country 
House during the 2019 Kentucky Derby. The Derby, normally the first Saturday in May, will be Sept. 5. 


Associated Press 

The Kentucky Derby was post¬ 
poned until September on Tues¬ 
day, the latest rite of spring in 
sports to be struck by the new 
coronavirus along with the Mas¬ 
ters, March Madness and base¬ 
ball season. 

The Derby, America’s longest 
continuously held sports event, 
had been scheduled for May 2. It 
will now be run on Sept. 5, kick¬ 
ing off Labor Day weekend. 

“We’ll roll with the punches, 
and feel very, very good that 
September is the right date,” Bill 
Carstanjen, CEO of Churchill 
Downs Inc., said on a conference 
call. 

It’s the first time the Derby 
won’t be held on its traditional 
first Saturday in May since 1945, 
when it was run on June 9. The 
federal government suspended 
horse racing nationwide for most 
of the first half of the year before 
World War II ended in early May, 
but not in time to get the Derby in 
that month. 

The date change still must be 
approved by the Kentucky Horse 
Racing Commission at its meet¬ 
ing Thursday. 

Carstanjen said the date was 
chosen after talks with NBC 
Sports, which televises the Triple 
Crown races, based on the lim¬ 
ited number of sports events that 
weekend and hotel availability in 
Louisville. 

The status of the other Triple 
Crown races remains unclear. As 
of Tuesday morning, the Preak- 
ness had not responded to the 


Derby’s announcement. The New 
York Racing Association said 
Tuesday it still intends to run the 
Belmont Stakes this year but that 
the date could change. 

The Preakness is scheduled 


for May 16 at Pimlico in Balti¬ 
more, and the Belmont is set for 
June 6 in New York. Carstanjen 
said Churchill Downs alerted the 
other two tracks as it neared a 
new date with NBC. 


“They were receptive and had 
their own questions,” he said. 
There is time in the calendar that 
NBC can make available,” he 
said. “They just have to work it 
out together.” 


New US soccer chief disavows argument vs. women 



Jeffrey McWhorter/AP 


A young fan advocates for equal pay for women’s soccer players 
after the United States defeated Japan in a SheBelieves Cup wom¬ 
en’s soccer match March 11 at Toyota Stadium in Frisco, Texas. 


By Anne M. Peterson 
Associated Press 

As a different set of lawyers 
took over for the U.S. Soccer 
Federation, new USSF President 
Cindy Parlow Cone disavowed 
papers submitted by the previous 
attorneys who argued women’s 
national team players had lesser 
skills and responsibilities than 
their male counterparts. 

Parlow Cone took over as head 
of American soccer’s governing 
body last week when Carlos Cor- 
deiro abruptly resigned because 
of the backlash over the docu¬ 
ments, submitted by the USSF as 
it defended a gender discrimina¬ 
tion lawsuit filed by women’s na¬ 
tional team players. 

Seyfarth Shaw had represented 
the federation since the suit was 
filed in March 2019. Latham & 
Watkins replaced it in Monday’s 
night’s filing, made simultane¬ 
ously with a statement by Parlow 
Cone, a former World Cup and 
Olympic champion for the U.S. 

“Last week’s legal filing was 
an error,” Cone said. “It resulted 
from a fundamental breakdown 
in our internal process that led to 
offensive assertions made by the 
federation that do not represent 
our core values.” 

Both sides have moved for 
summary judgments, asking US. 


District Judge R. Gary Klausner 
to decide in their favor without a 
trial, scheduled for May 5. They 
filed final documents associated 
with those requests late Monday 
night. 

Cone, who had been the feder¬ 
ation’s vice president since last 


year, became the first woman 
president in the USSF’s 107-year 
history. She struck a conciliatory 
tone. 

“The WNT is the most success¬ 
ful soccer team in the world. As 
it relates to the lawsuit filed by 
the women, I offer the perspec¬ 


tive of a former player. I know 
how important it is for both the 
federation and the players to 
move beyond this and keep work¬ 
ing together on what unites us,” 
she said. “We only have one fed¬ 
eration and one senior women’s 
national team. We have to work 
together and move forward in a 
positive manner toward what I 
know are mutual goals, growing 
the game and winning.” 

Players claim they have not 
been paid equally to the men’s 
national team and asked for more 
than $66 million in damages 
under the Equal Pay Act and the 
Civil Rights Act of 1964. 

The federation’s claims in court 
documents that the women’s team 
didn’t have the physical abilities 
or the same responsibilities as 
the men’s team drew criticism 
from sponsors, including The 
Coca-Cola Co. and The Proctor & 
Gamble Co., as well as MLS Com¬ 
missioner Don Garber, a USSF 
board member. 

The outcry prompted Cordeiro 
to issue an apology last week 
while the women’s team was play¬ 
ing Japan in the SheBelieves Cup. 
The women protested by wearing 
their warmup jerseys inside out 
before the game — obscuring the 
US. Soccer crest. 
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Mobile 


Mobile apps with constantly updating news, 
featuring breaking news and stories from reporters 
at overseas bases. Unique galleries of images 
available nowhere else presented in an uncluttered 
interface and a responsive, intuitive design. 

One iOS app serves both phone and tablet devices. 



Web 


Discover unique stories from reporters at bases 
around the world and embedded with downrange 
forces at Stripes.com, along with military news from 
every part of the country and photo galleries you’ll 
see nowhere else. DoDDs sports also gets good 
coverage online. If it concerns our U.S. forces, 
you’ll find it on our website. 


★ ★ ★ ★ ★ 

STARS^>*STRIPES. 

UNBIASED NEWS WHATEVER 
WAY YOU WANT IT. 


In print, we serve military 
stationed overseas in 
contingency areas, Europe 
and Pacific. Daily editions 
focus on military news and 
include sports, comics and 
opinion. Available by mail 
delivery to any U.S. address. 
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VIRUS OUTBREAK/NFL 


MLB, others 
oush restarts 
0 May at least 


By Ronald Blum 
Associated Press 


Centerpiece of franchise s dynasty 
leaving only team he’s ever known 


NEW YORK — M^or League 
Baseball pushed back opening 
day until mid-May at the earliest 
on Monday because of the new 
coronavirus after the federal gov¬ 
ernment recommended restrict¬ 
ing events of more than 50 people 
for the next eight weeks. 

Baseball Commissioner Rob 
Manfred made the announcement 
following a conference call with 
executives of the 30 teams. 

The Centers for Disease Con¬ 
trol and Prevention recommend¬ 
ed Sunday that gatherings of 50 
people or more be canceled or 
postponed across the country for 
the next eight weeks. 

“The opening of the 2020 regu¬ 
lar season will be pushed back in 
accordance with that guidance,” 
Manfred said. 

The NHL and NASCAR 
anounced they also will follow the 
same guidance. 

The French tennis federa¬ 
tion announced Tuesday that the 
French Open is postponed, shift¬ 
ing from May to September. 

Main-draw matches for the 
clay-court tournament at Roland 
Garros in Paris were scheduled to 
begin on May 24. 

The NHL and the players asso¬ 
ciation told players Monday they 
can go home — even outside of 
North America — and must self- 
isolate through March 27 while 
the season is on hold. But the 
NHL also cautioned that it will 
not be able to even provide guid¬ 
ance on the potential reopening 
of team practices for another 45 
days, which could push any poten¬ 
tial return to play into May. 

“I think in light of the CDC rec¬ 
ommendations, it’s hard to fore¬ 
see that we’re looking at much 
happening here in March or even 
April, in my opinion,” NHL player 
agent Jay Grossman said. 

NASCAR’s decision came after 
at least two Monday conference 
calls between the sanctioning 
body and its team owners. It af¬ 
fects seven total races — Atlanta 
and Homestead had already been 
postponed. 

There’s no telling at this point 
when baseball games will start. 
The All-Star Game at Dodger Sta¬ 
dium in Los Angeles on July 14 
could be in jeopardy. 

“We’re not going to announce 
an alternate opening day at this 
point. We’re going to have to see 
how things develop,” Manfred 
told the St. Louis Post-Dispatch 
at Cardinals camp in Jupiter, Fla. 
He didn’t want to speculate about 
the possibility of playing in empty 
stadiums, saying part of that deci¬ 
sion would depend on timing. 

MLB called off the rest of 
the spring training schedule on 
Thursday and said opening day, 
which had been scheduled for 


March 26, was postponed for at 
least two weeks. Teams and play¬ 
ers agree that two to four weeks of 
additional spring training will be 
needed before the season begins. 

“I’m just treating this as Janu¬ 
ary of the winter time,” Arizona 
catcher Stephen Vogt said in a 
text to The Associated Press. “I 
am working out with the anticipa¬ 
tion of baseball activities ramping 
up over the next month. But my 
mentality is back to preparing for 
the season.” 

Under an agreement last week, 
between MLB and the players’ as¬ 
sociation, players are allowed to 
decide whether to stay at spring 
training or go home, but some 
teams have ignored that deal and 
told players to leave. 

“There should be no organized 
activities in the camps,” Man¬ 
fred told the Post-Dispatch. “We 
did agree with the MLBPA that 
spring training sites would re¬ 
main open, but the thought there 
is with a skeleton crew, really to 
give players some place to use a 
gym, as opposed to being forced 
out into a public gym and the 
like. And we’re really encourag¬ 
ing players to make a decision as 
to where they want to be over an 
extended period of time and get to 
that location as soon as possible.” 

The players’ association sent an 
email to agents on Monday saying 
that for players who went home or 
to their team’s regular-season city 
it would pay $1,100 allowances 
through April 9 to players on 40- 
man rosters as of March 13. That 
amount also would go to players 
with minor league contracts at big 
league spring training who were 
on 40-man rosters at the end of 
last season. 

The union is negotiating with 
MLB over resetting the dates 
for players with opt-out clauses 
in their deals, and the sides are 
likely to agree on a roster freeze. 
They are discussing the possibil¬ 
ity of payments to major league 
players who have not reached the 
point of big-money deals to make 
up for paychecks they won’t be 
getting in April and May. 

This year marked the earliest 
opening day other than for inter¬ 
national games. As it stood. Game 
7 of the World Series would have 
been Oct. 28, and teams and play¬ 
ers could push the postseason into 
November. 

Any change to the 162-game 
schedule would necessitate bar¬ 
gaining over an array of issues, 
including when and how much 
players get paid and how much 
mgjor league service they are 
credited for. Service time deter¬ 
mines eligibility for free agency 
and salary arbitration. 

Players made a counteroffer to 
MLB on Sunday, and management 
told the union it would not respond 
until Tuesday at the earliest. 


By Kyle Hightower 

Associated Press 

For two decades, Tom Brady 
was the face of the Patriots, and 
even of the NFL. When he turns 
43 in August, his home address no 
longer will be in New England. 

The six-time Super Bowl cham¬ 
pion plans to keep playing. But 
the centerpiece of the Patriots’ 
dynasty, the most successful 
quarterback in league history, 
says he is leaving the only pro 
team he has ever known. 

Brady posted Tuesday on so¬ 
cial media “my football journey 
will take place elsewhere.” 

The comments were the first to 
indicate the Patriots icon would 
leave New England. Statements 
later by team owner Robert Kraft 
and coach Bill Belichick made it 
clear that Brady’s remarkable 
stint there is over. 

In a two-part message, Brady 
thanked the Patriots and the 
fans and said “FOREVER A 
PATRIOT.” 

“I don’t know what my football 
future holds, but it is time for me 
to open a new stage for my life 
and my career,” he wrote. “Al¬ 
though my football journey will 
take place elsewhere, I appreciate 
everything that we have achieved 
and am grateful for our incred¬ 
ible TEAM experiences.” 

The one-year contract Brady 
signed before last season expires 
Wednesday afternoon, and his 
agent could negotiate a deal with 
another team on Tuesday, though 
it can’t be official yet. He will 
count $13.5 million toward New 
England’s salary cap due to the 
signing bonus money he received 
in 2019. 

Kraft said of Brady: “I had 
hoped this day would never come. 


By the numbers 


6 

Number of Super Bowls 
won by the Patriots 
with Tom Brady 
at quarterback. 

4 

Number of times 
Brady was named 
Super Bowl MVP. 

He played in eight. 

3 

Number of times 
Brady was named 
the league’s MVP 
during his 20-year career. 


but rather that Tom would end his 
remarkable career in a Patriots 
uniform after yet another Super 
Bowl championship. Unfortu¬ 
nately, the two sides were unable 
to reach an agreement to allow 
that dream to become a reality. 
While sad today, the overwhelm¬ 
ing feeling I have is appreciation 
for his countless contributions to 


our team and community.” 

A four-time Super Bowl Most 
Valuable Player and three-time 
league MVP, Brady has been the 
enduring face of the Patriots dur¬ 
ing a run that added another layer 
to Boston’s already rich sports 
history. Only Bill Russell, who 
won 11 NBA championship rings 
in the 1950s and ’60s with the 
Celtics, has won more titles as a 
member of one of New England’s 
four m^or professional sports 
teams. 

Brady would be the oldest start¬ 
ing quarterback in the league at 
43 at the beginning of next sea¬ 
son. The Colts, Buccaneers, Char¬ 
gers and Dolphins are among the 
teams expected to be in a Brady 
derby. 

“TB12,” as he has been dubbed, 
a nod to his 2017 book detailing 
his diet and exercise approach, 
arguably is coming off his worst 
non-injury season. He threw for 
4,057 yards and 24 touchdowns 
in 2019, with eight interceptions. 
But he completed fewer than 56% 
of his passes six times in the final 
eight games of the year, including 
a season-ending loss to Miami 
that cost the Patriots a first-round 
playoff bye. 

They lost at home to the Titans 
in the wild-card round, Brady’s 
earliest postseason exit in a de¬ 
cade — and likely his last game in 
a Patriots uniform. 

Brady had a one-year con¬ 
tract for 2019 that paid him $23 
million 

After franchising offensive 
lineman Joe Thuney and coming 
to terms on new deals with Matt 
Slater and Devin McCourty, the 
Patriots have only about $18 mil¬ 
lion in salary cap space. 

AP sports writer Jimmy Goien contrib¬ 
uted to this report. 
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NFL 


League bars player and personnel travel 



with safety Jimmie Ward on a 
three-year deal. 

The NFL’s business year is just 
beginning, as planned, despite 
the spread of the new coronavi- 
rus. For now, all moves are being 
done remotely with basically a 
ban on travel within the league. 

Also traded was Baltimore 
tight end Hayden Hurst to At¬ 
lanta, which is losing tight end 
Austin Hooper to Cleveland in 
free agency (four years, $44 mil¬ 
lion). The Ravens received sec¬ 
ond- and fifth-round picks in this 
year’s draft, and the Falcons got a 
fourth-rounder. 

Fourteen franchise tags were 
handed out, the most since 2012, 
with only one to a quarterback 
in Prescott. The other big names 
among those franchised were Ti¬ 
tans running back Derrick Henry; 
Bengals receiver A.J. Green; 
Chiefs defensive tackle Chris 
Jones; and Buccaneers lineback¬ 
er Shaq Barrett, the league lead¬ 
er in sacks in 2019. The move by 
Tampa Bay with Barrett almost 
assures that quarterback Jameis 
Winston is headed elsewhere. 

Running back Kenyan Drake 
got a transition tag from Arizona, 
but with Johnson traded to Hous¬ 
ton, he has an open path to the 
starting job. 

In other pending deals or 
moves: 

■ A person familiar with the 
situation says the Saints and re- 
cord-setting quarterback Drew 
Brees have agreed on a two-year, 
$50 million contract. 

Brees has said repeatedly that 
he is taking career decision one 
year at a time. His new contract 
gives the 41-year-old, 19-year vet¬ 
eran the leverage to decide after 
this season whether he wants to 
continue playing. 

■ The Panthers are moving on 


from quarterback Cam Newton. 

The team announced they 
have given the 2015 league MVP 
permission to seek a trade — al¬ 
though Newton responded by say¬ 
ing he never requested one. 

■ Former Patriots linebacker 
Jamie Collins has agreed to a 
new three-year deal with the De¬ 
troit Lions. Collins’ agent, David 
Canter, confirmed the pact on 
Twitter. 

■ Free agent tackle Jack Conk¬ 
lin agreed to a three-year, $42 
million contract with the Browns. 
A 2016 All-Pro as a rookie, he will 
get $30 million guaranteed and 
earn $20 million in his first year. 
Cleveland also released veteran 
safety Morgan Burnett. 

■ Denver agreed to a $44 mil¬ 
lion, four-year contract with free- 
agent guard Graham Glasgow 
that includes $26 million in 
guarantees. 

■ Defensive tackle Jarran 
Reed agreed on a two-year con¬ 
tract that keeps him in Seattle 
with a deal reportedly worth $23 
million. 

■ The New York Jets and for¬ 
mer Seattle Seahawks offensive 
tackle George Fant agreed on a 
three-year contract worth $30 
million. 

■ Starting defensive tackle 
David Onyemata will re-sign with 
New Orleans. 

■ Minnesota reached an agree¬ 
ment with punter Britton Colquitt 
on a three-year, $9 million con¬ 
tract in which he will get $5 mil¬ 
lion in guaranteed money. 

■ Washington agreed to re¬ 
sign inside linebacker Jon Bostic 
to a $6.6 million, two-year deal. 
The Redskins are also set to 
sign guard Wes Schweitzer, who 
spent his first three seasons with 
Atlanta. 


All-Pro WR Hopkins sent to Cards, 
Dallas signs WR Cooper for $100M 


By Barry Wilner 

Associated Press 


The NFL has barred in-person 
interviews with free agents and 
is requiring local physical ex¬ 
aminations for them rather than 
team-conducted exams. 

In a memo sent to the 32 fran¬ 
chises on Monday, the league also 
banned travel by team personnel 
to meet with free agents as well 
as those players traveling to team 
facilities. The league’s business 
year begins Wednesday, and the 
period in which players’ repre¬ 
sentatives could negotiate with 
clubs began Monday — though no 
deals could be finalized. 

All offseason activities such 
as meetings, practices and mini¬ 
camps have been delayed in¬ 
definitely as a safeguard against 
the new coronavirus. No players 
can enter a club facility through 
March 31, with the excep¬ 
tion of those receiving medical 
treatment. 

The restrictions were first re¬ 
ported by ESPN. 

The first day that players’ 
representatives could talk with 
teams wound up being more 
about trades than free agents 
— with one of the NFL’s biggest 
stars, DeAndre Hopkins, headed 
to Arizona. 

In a stunner that overshad¬ 
owed several other deals, the 
Texans sent their three-time All- 
Pro receiver to the Cardinals for 
running back David Johnson, a 
second-round draft pick this year 
and a fourth-rounder in 2021. 

In a flurry of activity Monday 
night, the Dallas Cowboys and top 
receiver Amari Cooper agreed on 
a $100 million, five-year contract. 
That came after the Cowboys 
placed their exclusive franchise 
tag on Dak Prescott, securing the 
rights to their star quarterback 
for an estimated $31.5 million 
while the sides continue working 
on a long-term deal. 

Buffalo agreed to acquire big- 
play receiver Stefon Diggs and 
a seventh-round draft pick from 
Minnesota in exchange for four 
draft picks, including No. 22 over¬ 
all this year. The Vikings also 
agreed with quarterback Kirk 
Cousins on a $66 million, two- 
year contract extension. 

Miami sealed deals with four 
likely starters and made Byron 
Jones the NFL’s highest-paid cor- 
nerback at more than $76.5 mil¬ 
lion over five years, surpassing 
new teammate Xavien Howard. 
The Dolphins upgraded their pass 
rush by landing linebacker Kyle 
Van Noy ($51 million, four years), 
defensive end Shaq Lawson ($30 
million, three years), and defen¬ 
sive end Emmanuel Ogbah ($15 
million, two-years). 

They also swung a deal with 
offensive lineman Ereck Flowers 
($30 million, three years). 

Free agent quarterback Mar¬ 
cus Mariota agreed to join the 


Draft on schedule for Vegas, 
but public events canceled 


NEW YORK — The NFL will pro¬ 
ceed with its draft but without pub¬ 
lic events next month in Las Vegas. 
It’s not yet clear, however, if the 
draft itself will be held in the city. 

Commissioner Roger Goodell 
said Monday the draft will take 
place April 23-25 as scheduled, 
but under a modified format still 
being developed. The draft will be 
televised regardless of its venue or 
format. 

“In consideration of current in¬ 
formation related to COVID-19 and 
guidance from medical experts such 
as the CDC, and in coordination 
with public authorities in Nevada 
and the city of Las Vegas, the NFL 
will modify its plans" the league 
said in a statement. 

The N FL said it is exploring “inno¬ 
vative options" for how the process 
will be handled and will provide 
that information as it becomes 
available. 

“This decision reflects our fore¬ 


most priority: the health and safety 
of all fans and citizens,” Goodell 
said. “While this outcome is dis¬ 
appointing both to the NFL and to 
the Las Vegas community, we look 
forward to partnering with the Raid¬ 
ers, the city of Las Vegas and the 
Las Vegas Convention and Visitors 
Authority for a future NFL Draft 
as well as evaluating opportunities 
for other major NFL events in Las 
Vegas in the future, including the 
Super Bowl.“ 

Las Vegas Mayor Carolyn Good¬ 
man said she was “heartbroken," 
while the local tourism agency said 
it supported the decision based on 
federal Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention recommendations 
that scheduled events with more 
than 50 people be canceled to 
curb the spread of the respiratory 
illness. 

Next year's draft is scheduled for 
Cleveland. 

— Associated Press 


AP photos 

The Minnesota Vikings signed 
quarterback Kirk Cousins, 
above, to a $66 miilion, two- 
year contract extension Monday, 
while the Dalias Cowboys placed 
their exclusive franchise tag on 
quarterback Dak Prescott, right. 
The Houston Texans traded wide 
receiver DeAndre Hopkins to 
the Arizona Cardinals for running 
back David Johnson, a second- 
round draft pick this year and a 
fourth-rounder in 2021. 


Las Vegas Raiders, giving them 
an experienced backup who 
could also challenge Derek Carr 
for the starting role. Mariota, the 
No. 2 pick in the 2015 draft, lost 
his starting job in Tennessee last 
season to Ryan Tannehill. 

The NFC champion 49ers got 
into the bartering, too. They dealt 
top defensive tackle DeForest 
Buckner to Indianapolis for the 
No. 13 pick in this year’s draft, 
which, incidentally, won’t have 
any public events next month 
in Las Vegas — if it is even held 


there as originally planned. 

A person familiar with the deal 
said Buckner will receive a new 
contract worth $21 million a year 
from the Colts. The person spoke 
on condition of anonymity be¬ 
cause the deal and contract can’t 
be finalized until the start of the 
league year Wednesday. 

The trade came just after San 
Francisco opted to keep another 
standout lineman, Arik Arm¬ 
stead, who got a five-year deal 
worth $85 million. 

And later, the 49ers agreed 
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Pushed back 

Major League Baseball postpones 
start of season until May » Page 22 


nr A nrpQ As the sports world pauses to join the rest of the world in fighting the coronavirus pandemic, you will 
tnULIlO see fewer sports stories in Stars and Stripes. We look forward to resuming our normal coverage when 
the leagues and governing bodies determine it is safe for athletes and fans to return to competition. 







